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World Communication Association, North America

August 2-5, 2006

Springfield, Massachusetts

CALL FOR PAPERS, PROGRAMS, WORKSHOPS, AND PANEL DISCUSSIONS

Theme:  Global Perspectives on Communication and Culture
As the world continues to shrink with global business and industry, increased travel, and the technological wonders of the World Wide Web, distance education, teleconferences, and other modern marvels, it is good for WCA to look at how communication and culture affect and are affected by each other, and what that means for professionals as well as traveling citizens of the world.  We invite papers and panels addressing the conference theme in any area of teaching, research, or practice.

The conference theme, “Global Perspectives on Communication and Culture” will be inclusive of the teaching, research, and applied uses of international and intercultural communication world-wide, ranging from interpersonal to mass communication.

This conference will give participants the opportunity to explore communication theory, research, teaching, and practice as they relate to our own culture(s) and our shared global environment. In addition to competitively selected papers and programs, there will also be panels and interactive sessions related to teaching and research methodologies, a roundtable session, with audience involvement, discussing how communication teaching and research is carried out worldwide.  Participants are invited to bring multiple copies of 

syllabi, exercises, and other instructional materials to share with those attending the conference. English is the language of discourse for all conference sessions.  Email submissions are encouraged.

Directions for Submitting Papers   (to be presented in no more than 15 minutes)

The conference program will accommodate individual papers capable of being presented in no more than 15 minutes.   Priority will be given to papers that address the conference theme.  To submit a paper:

1. Prepare four (4) written copies and one (1) copy on floppy disc using Windows 95 or higher, or e-mail an electronic file using Windows 95 or higher.   Printed papers should be typed, single-sided and double-spaced.  All papers will be submitted for blind review; therefore, names of the authors and their institutions, addresses, and telephone numbers should not be revealed on the papers.

2. Prepare one (1) copy of a separate cover sheet that includes author(s), affiliations, addresses, telephone numbers, fax numbers, and internet addresses and a 100-word abstract of the paper that will be printed in the conference program.  Identify equipment needed, if any.  Send the cover sheet by mail, fax, or with the electronic paper submission.  

3. Send the 4 written copies of the paper, the copy of the paper on floppy disc, and the separate cover sheet, or electronic copies of all of the above files, to the WCA CONFERENCE PAPERS ADDRESS by the deadline.

Directions for Submitting Programs, Workshops, and Panel Discussions 

(Up to 100 minutes in length)

The conference program will accommodate programs, workshops, and panel discussions to be scheduled opposite two or more other sessions in the same time slot.  This invitation encourages academic and professional specialists and consultants to 

(1) assemble a coherent set of papers, or (2) design a workshop or organize a panel discussion on a topic related to the conference theme or in communication-related areas,.  All proposals for programs, workshops, and panel discussions will be blind reviewed.  Submitters are encouraged to design into the proposal procedures for interaction among presenters and between presenters and audience participants.

Instructions for submitting a program that consists of a coherent set of papers

Follow the instructions for submitting an individual paper but with these additions:

1. Assemble the 4 written copies and copy on the floppy disk, or the electronic copy of the program, and separate cover sheet from each individual.

2. Prepare five (4) written copies and a copy on floppy disc, or an electronic file,  of a rationale for the program.  The rationale must be typewritten, double-spaced and no more than 2 pages in length.

3. Prepare one (1) copy of a program proposal form that includes the title of the program, a 100-word description to be printed in the conference program, name and affiliation of the program chair, titles of the papers in the order they are to be presented with the presenters’ names and affiliations, name and affiliation of respondent (if applicable).  Identify equipment needed, if any.

4. Send the entire package of materials to the WCA CONFERENCE PAPERS ADDRESS by the deadline.

Instructions for submitting a workshop or panel discussion

Individuals interested in proposing a workshop or panel discussion should:

1. Prepare five (4) written copies of a rationale (no longer than 2 double-spaced typewritten pages), or an electronic copy.  Include the title of the program or workshop but not the names or affiliations of the presenters or leaders.

2. Prepare five (4) written copies or an electronic copy of a 100-word description to be printed in the conference program.

3. Prepare one (1) copy of a program proposal form that includes the title of the program and the names and affiliations of the program chair and presenters or leaders and respondent (if applicable).

4. Place one (1) copy of the rationale, the 100-word description, and the names and affiliations of the program chair and presenters or leaders and respondent (if applicable) on floppy disc using Windows 95 or higher, or as an electronic file.

5. Send the 4 written copies of the rationale, the copy of the floppy disc, and the program proposal form, or the electronic proposal, to the WCA CONFERENCE PAPERS ADDRESS by the deadline.
The deadline for receipt of proposals is March 1, 2006.  

All proposals should be submitted to WCA Conference Address:

        Dr. Melissa L Beall

        Department of Communication Studies

        University of Northern Iowa

        Cedar Falls, IA  50614-0139

        Email:  Melissa.Beall@uni.edu
Notification of the paper screening results will begin by March 28, 2006.
Host & Location of Conference Sessions: Western  New England College (WNEC) and WCA member Nancy Hoar.  Lunches and breaks provided by WNEC as a part of conference fees.  Special luncheon speakers are planned.

Hotel Accommodations:  Sheraton Springfield, One Monarch Place, Springfield, MA, 01144.  Conference Rate is $119.00 per night  [Suites are available at an extra cost.]  You must identify the World Communication Association when you make your reservations, by July 01, 2006.
Reservations Department phone: 1-413-781-1010 or 1-800-426-9004, 

FAX 413-734-3249

Transportation:  Fly into Bradley International Airport, Hartford, CT, rental cars & shuttles available for the 40-minute drive to Springfield.  Or, you can fly into Logan International Airport in Boston, and take a shuttle (two hour ride) from Boston to Springfield.

Special Events: 

Opening reception at the Springfield Sheraton on Wednesday, August 2, 5-8 p.m.
· Trip to the Berkshire Mountains for a symphony concert

      Trip to historic Sturbridge Village

 Five-day Southern New England post-study-tour:  People who wish to fly out of Boston after the study tour may be dropped off at Logan International Airport for their return trips. The next newsletter will provide complete details and prices for this post-study tour. Nancy Hoar and I were both pretty excited by the whole plan.  Jean Beuse of Carroll Travel in Springfield will be your contact person for the post-study tour.  Hugh and I look forward to accompanying a large WCA group on this educational tour of historic New England.

      Many possibilities for Keynote Speakers from the area

Unique features:  Springfield is about 40 minutes from Hartford, Connecticut, one hour from Albany, New York (state Capital), two hours from Boston, one and 1/2 hours to Vermont, and right in the middle of some of America’s richest and earliest history.  The city is home to the Dr. Seuss Museum, the Basketball Hall of Fame, and thousands of friendly citizens.  

Contact::  Melissa L. Beall, UNI, 319-273-2992; or, Melissa.Beall@uni.edu
Attendees who are not current members of the World Communication Association must pay the membership fee in addition to the conference registration. 

 (Members receive newsletters and a subscription to the Journal of Intercultural Communication Research.)

 

Tentative Conference Fees:

Regular Member before July 1:      $100.00    ________

Regular Member after July 1:        $150.00    ________

Student Member before July 1:      $  50.00    ________

Student member after July 1:         $  60.00    ________

