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Introduction

Goodbyes hurt
I knew it was coming

But still I wasn’t ready
I can’t say the things I want to say
My best friends are going to Australia.
to India and me to Switzerland.
I know I will never see my friends again.
Tears come, can’t hold them back
My heart hurts, I can’t sleep.
I feel like numbing the pain,
but there is no anesthesia strong enough.
There are no words that comfort me
There are no songs that reach me.
I’m alone
in the end,
Always alone
I hate this lifestyle, I hate saying goodbye.

Lielie

What I think, I can’t feel and what I feel, I can’t think, as raised in an Indian Muslim family sent to a British school and grew up in a Multicultural Society of Malaysia, I find myself totally abandoned by emotions by which I can relate to and feel the pull of my intellectual which is too western.

Elkin and Handel (1989) mentioned that process of socialization begins at home, by the child acquiring and retaining the family status and values through their childhood and adulthood. This may be true to many children born and raised in one country, it certainly does not reflect on the children who have otherwise have had “abnormal” childhood.  Millions of youth are leading highly mobilized lives as their parents move from country to country place to place. 

Born in one country, raised in another, because of parents’ career choices, million of children like me have become perpetual outsiders. Our parents are academicians, military officials, diplomats or missionaries. Some of us move more often from one place to the other, while others like me establish a semi-permanent home on a foreign soil. We grow up shuttling back and forth, nation to nation, language to language, culture to culture (Eidse & Sichel 2004).
These children are referred to with various names including ‘international mobile youth,’ ‘global nomads,’ and ‘third culture kids.’ Their transient globe trotting lifestyle suggest that they are living at the forefront of globalization and yet not enough research has been done on them (Cockburn, 2002; McLachlan, 2005).
All these children have one thing in common, a lack of belonging to one particular culture or country, a  lack of feel of home, no sense of loyalty towards any particular country. The researcher herself identifies with such feeling of rootlessness. For example I can defend India, my birth country with the same ferocity and passion as I can defend Malaysia, my host country.
“Where are you from?” simple question to many is a very difficult question to answer for these students. It is common for these students to have identity crisis.
This paper aims to look at the dilemmas faced by Muslim children who have been uprooted from their homeland and flung into global jet streams by their parents’ career choices. Some children deal with transition by managing superficial changes with ease, others however suffer great difficulty, they flounder in the new environment and theirs is not exhilaration of freedom but rather of confusion and isolation. You grow up knowing none well, lest of all yourself.

As Nina Sichel (2004) writes I learned that I never really was part of anyone’s culture, but that there are bits and pieces of me that belong everywhere and just as many that belong to nowhere. 
The feeling to belong in most cases results in adopting what I terms as “internationalism”. The culture of global media and pop culture. This so called the globalization culture becomes a tool which defines these people; hence, a TCK from India, living in Malaysia can identify to rapper 50 cent mush more than a song from the bolly-wood. 
This paper also aims to highlight how the international school also add to the feeling of lost of identity as International schools do not cater to the needs of the multicultural environment, rather the international education focuses on integrating students into an international system where difference of culture is a norm.
Lastly the paper aims to highlight the role of religion in these young Muslim global nomads and how then religion becomes a defining factor in self identity. 
So who is the lost generation?

Global nomads, third culture kids are few of many ways to describe the lost generation. The term ‘third culture kid’ was first coined by Unseem et al in the 1950s (Pollock & Van Reken, 2001, P.20) but it is only recently that this term has become popular with the TCKs and those working with these internationally mobile youth. Useem used the term "Third Culture Kids" because TCKs integrate aspects of their birth culture (the first culture) and the new culture (the second culture), creating a unique "third culture". Global nomads or TCKs are a person who has spent their developmental years outside the parents' culture. The TCK builds relationships to all of the cultures, while not having full ownership of any. Although elements from each culture are assimilated into the TCK's life experience, the sense of belonging is in relationship to others of a similar background." (Pollock & Van Reken, 2001; Unseem & Downie, 1976). The parents of these children are usually, though not exclusively, expatriate, academicians, missionaries or military officials who often return home at the end of their contract or move on to a different country or location. The high mobility during their developmental years leaves a mark on these children thus resulting in identity crisis. 
Methodology
Participants

This research was conducted at International Islamic University. The university is an ideal place to conduct the research as it has students from 54 countries, 20% of the international student population comes from highly successful intact educated families and are deployed to foreign countries as a result of the father’s profession
 Participants were of age 16 and above. All the participants have experienced subsequent mobility due to their parents’ career choices and were all Muslims who have been raised as global nomads and have experienced uprooted childhood. 

At the time of the interview, all the participants have established a semi-permanent home in Malaysia and had attended international schools during their developmental years. 
Procedure

Nine (9) participants were interviewed after informed consent was obtained from the university authorities. Interview covered a wide range of questions and topics in keeping with the nature of the research. These included a) formation of identity, b) identity crisis, c) role of international schools in forming identity, d) religion as a mean to define self.

Although the research made sure these topics were taken up in each set of interviews, the researcher followed no fixed interview schedule. Rather, the interviews began with open ended questions and allowed the participants substantial freedom to proceed in their own ways. 

Identity Crisis
If you have no sense of real you and if you feel like you don’t belong, you may be experiencing an identity crisis. Theorist Erik Erickson coined the term identity crisis and believed that it was one of the most important conflicts people face in development. 

According to Erickson (1970), an identity crisis is a time of intensive analysis and exploration of different ways of looking at oneself. Erickson’s interest in identity began in childhood. Raised Jewish, Erickson appeared very Scandinavian, and felt that he was an outsider of both groups. His later studies of cultural life among the Yurok of northern California and the Sioux of South Dakota helped formalize Erickson’s ideas about identity development and identity crisis.
So what does it mean for the global children?
The global nomads suffer from lack of authenticity, torn between two traditions, standing in one tradition while solely dealing with yet another tradition.  To these global nomads or the TCKs, the notion of self identity keeps haunting them. As Jamal
 one of the participants so rightly puts it:
There is something wrong with the way I define myself, because, If I choose the previous notion of self identity then I get dislocated, but now people are moving around, so early notion of self identity should be made obsolete you know…., now identity is not so clearly defined. In my case, I was born in Bangladesh, moved to Ontario, Canada, educated in Zimbabwe, and now I’m in Malaysia. This created a lack of connectivity which should have formed my identity. So who am I?
Identity then becomes universality; one has to learn to take comfort in that otherwise the notion of home becomes very vague. Watanabe
, an engineering student, who was born in Japan, raised in Egypt, Pakistan and Malaysia explains:

Where is home? To me home is where my family and friends are, I have accepted that I’m a universal man, but there is a downside to accepting universality, because once you accept universality, you abandon all other association. During the end of the semester, when I see others go home, I ask myself where is my home? I hold Japanese passport, and I do have some memory of Japan, I was born in large family with aunties and uncles and cousins, but as my parents started to move around, the notion of home became increasingly abstract. Now during the term break, where do I go? Egypt where I spend 4 years, Japan, where I was born, Pakistan, where I spend two years and the country my mother is from. 
Another participant Sarah
 mirrors what Watanabe mentioned.

I hold an Indian Passport, though I had never been to India, at least not till two years ago, I was raised in Saudi Arabia and now I’m in Malaysia. In 2007, to discover my roots I traveled to India, I had this strange sense of going home, I felt so overwhelmed by feelings that I can’t describe. All the way, in the plane, I kept thinking to myself, I’m going home, but once I landed in India, the feelings just evaporated in to thin air. I was a visitor in my own land. It disturbed me to no end. I could not communicate with people though I can speak Hindi, it was just different, I couldn’t fit in, my cousins and relatives could not understand that and now I have this nagging fear, where would I go once I graduate.
Sarah’s example clearly shows that passports are just traveling documents now, they don’t define us anymore, but there is no change in the immigration policies around the world, for instance, Canada has just announced that effective from April 2009 that children born in another country after the new law comes into effect will not be Canadian citizens by birth if they were born outside Canada to a Canadian parent who was also born outside Canada to a Canadian parent.
Dilemmas faced by Global children
When this question was asked, the response I received was almost the same across all the participants. All the participants felt that there are many positive aspects to growing up global, but there are some downsides too. Some participants faced problems because of the language, while others faced dilemmas in terms of personal relationship. Some on the other hand faced problems adapting to the cultural norms of their country of origin.  More often than not, because of globalization, many global children adapt to the western ways and culture. 
According to Watanabe:

I sincerely believe there are too many positives about being global. Unfortunately being global in today’s world becomes more synonymous with being western, I am certainly not proud of being more western than I would like. the drawbacks are numerous, when we go back to our countries of origin, somehow, the people there know we did not grow up there, and hence there is always this perceived distance. But perhaps the biggest drawback is not knowing where we are going to settle down as our own parents no longer live in the motherland, we really do not know where we are supposed to go and it scares us that our children will face the same dilemma. I think wherever we settle, it would be important for our kids to feel rooted over there... 
While Hadi
 feels that he is in double bind.
Being a TCK has its dilemmas; one of the major issues is belonging. I have always felt awkward and an "outsider" because in a place that is so racially sensitive like Malaysia, people are quick to point out that you are a foreigner, while amongst Sudanese,  I have also felt a slight cultural gap because I have not LIVED the culture but it was only handed down to me through parental guidance. 

Not knowing where to settle down, what place to call home, the language barriers, cultural barriers are some of the dilemmas that these global nomads feel. Maryam
, another participant, who was born and raised in Canada. Recently her Malaysian parents decided to come home and settle down here. Here is what she has to say about the dilemmas that she faces as being a complete stranger to her homeland. 
My dilemma is Language, I think in English, I dream in English, and my Malaysian friends can’t seem to understand that I feel very awkward speaking in Bahasa Malaysia (Native language of Malaysia, also know as B.M.) because I have a funny accent. They call me “sombong” (proud). I’m not proud, in fact it’s the other way round actually, and I’m ashamed of my inability to speak in B.M. I can put sentences together, but the grammar and all are still a great mystery to me. 
Another participant Jamal mirrors what Maryam feels about language being a barrier. 

Generally, I have not had much difficulty in integrating with my own country-mates. However, my not growing up in Bangladesh has limited my ability to speak my local tongue. I do feel bad that I do not know Bengali well enough, and I do feel it directly constrains my ability to communicate at a deep level with fellow Bangladeshis.

According to Kazmi (1998) he said that to understand a culture or to over come the cultural barrier, one has to learn the language of that country or place. Language is obviously a vital tool. Not only is it a means of communicating thoughts and ideas, but it forges friendships, cultural ties, and economic relationships. Most of the global children are multilingual; they are usually fluent in English and their mother tongue. Subhana
, a Malaysian girl raised in Canada is baffled by her so called native tongue.
In English, addressing yourself is as easy as saying "I". In Malay, though, how are you to choose between all the different pronouns? There's aku, saya, kita, being the common ones. but everyone has their own preference, and some people take offence or look at you weird when you use the "wrong" one. My grandma told me "kita" is actually royal talk, like the king or something. But that’s the one I use at home if I'm speaking Malay. And "aku" is deemed very crude to some, completely normal to others, I use this when speaking with a certain group of old friends. "Saya" seems a bit too formal. I don't really use this unless I'm talking to people I don't know.

So my flawed solution is to call myself by my name. As in, Subhana. And it still feels weird, like I’m a kid that doesn't know the first thing about grammar. So people tell me which one I should use in your presence and I'll gladly try to rename myself.

The anthropologist, Clifford Geertz, (1997) defines culture as a “historically transmitted pattern of meanings embodied in symbols…by means of which men can communicate, perpetuate and develop their own knowledge about and attitudes towards life.”  All of us have thousands of things that we can take for granted, that we have learned since we were so young that these things seem ‘natural’ even though they are in fact patterns of learned behavior. Examples include things like the ‘natural’ way to eat (using a fork and knife), to sleep (in a bed), the appropriate distance to stand from someone when talking to them, and so on, and so on. In fact, only eating is natural – eating with a fork and knife, or with chopsticks, is cultural. Sleeping is natural, but sleeping on a bed is cultural. Belching is natural, yet in many cultures we unnaturally restrain ourselves from doing so because it is impolite. That which is cultural is completely taken for granted within a given culture, so much so that it appears natural; and this is why, when we meet someone from another culture, we often immediately perceive them as ‘impolite’ or perhaps ‘too polite’, as a bit strange, and perhaps as not too bright, since they don’t know they should be standing further away from you when they talk to you.
Samia
, a strange mix of Indian and Arab parentage, grew up in USA, Tanzania and Australia. Here what she has to say about the cultural dilemma she faces everyday. 
I both hate and love aspects of my global identity.  I love the fact that I have gained the skills to be culturally aware and sensitive. In a matter of months I can learn the customs and adapt fairly well. But I hate how my parents make me feel, especially my father. They make me feel as if I should be ‘normal’.  That my only port of call or place of reference should be either Indian or Arab. They don’t understand that I categorize my life to what country I was in at the time or what happened in those countries. That my global-ness is not something that I can ’switch off’. It is a part of me, wherever I go, whatever I do in life.  This is not only with my parents but the mono kids and other adults here make me feel ashamed because I am different but I sound the same and I look the same, it unnerves them I think. I just don’t want to feel ashamed anymore. I had no control over my life. I don’t want to hide this huge chunk of my life, the part that influences everything.
Nora
, who was born to Malaysian parents in Canada, had lived in 4 different countries before she was 16 faces the cultural dilemma here in Malaysia. She just does not understand the Malaysian fascination with food. 

Malaysian have this fondness of food, whenever there is any gathering, they have a lot of food. We have this thing called ‘kenduri’ (a feast) where we read Quran and make prayers for someone, but for most people it’s about food. And since my family does not do the kenduri at many occasion, people sort of think of us as stingy. 
Some times when we have guest over, our house is not like the Malaysian house where they have overflowing supply of food, so whenever there is company, we serve tea, and cookies only, and this makes me feel awkward. 

Jamal however wished he was one of the crowds. Here is what he has to about identity crisis.
When I was in my Zimbabwe years, I remember strongly wanting to be African (Zimbabwean), probably because at that stage I could relate to my being in that country more than anywhere else. It was a feeling that drove me to speak and dress like my friends.

Many global children face problems in finding their better half. This is usually because they are not able to identify with people who have grown up rooted in one culture. Relationship works or not depends first and foremost on the individual personalities of the people in the relationship, their communication skills, and not on their culture or country. However, culture and country can have an influence on the relationship. For example, if someone from a particular culture has a certain perspective or expectation of a marriage relationship (which expectations come from the way they have brought up and what they have been led to expect from such a relationship) then that will be bound to affect the cross cultural relationship, however slightly. Global children are often misunderstood by the mono cultural people. Zainab
, a 3rd year medical student from India, who was raised in Singapore, Srilanka and Malaysia, faced the problem of adjustment when she married a mono cultural Indian man, and followed him to India.
We are separated now, it was the worst two years of my life, my husband was so rooted in his culture that he refused to see others way of doing things. My husband is from a small town of ‘potonova’ in Madras, India, the society is very small and traditional. But I don’t blame my husband or his family for the lack of understanding. It’s hard to understand people like me; even I don’t know who I’m. I was given Singaporean education, which taught me to be independent. Maybe if he had married a white lady, it would have been easier for her, but in my case, “I look Indian, I don’t act it” was the problem. They couldn’t phantom that.  
Where are you from?

Four simple words, yet extremely difficult to answer. Ideally, I feel this question relates to my cultural and/or religious background more than my geographical roots.

We belong nowhere. Global children have to contend with migratory urges and the conflicting desire to root. Travel, adventure, and danger cause them to mature early, yet they continue to experience confusion about identity, direction and belonging. Estranged from their parents’ culture, and disconnected from their host culture, they proceed through the world identified as chronic outsiders, known only superficially to those around them. Longing in each new home, to establish connection, yet fearful of becoming too attached (Eidse & Sichel 2004, pp 81).
This question elicited some really interesting response from the participants.  Watanabe, whose is a mixture of Japanese and Pakistani, holds a Japanese passport and was raised in Pakistan, Egypt and Malaysia, says that whenever asked this question.

I just say India, it’s because I have always loved Indians and India, and so what the heck, I just tell everyone I’m from the land of all seasons- India.
While Hadi, a young Sudanese lad, who has never been to Sudan was born in London and raised in Malaysia says:
Indeed, that is one of the hardest questions to answer, but my first reply is Sudanese, however, internally I find that answer to be a little funny, because if the next question is "tell me about Sudan" I will have to go through a long explanation describing the fact that I have never lived in Sudan and it is just an ideal I cherish. 
Maryam, the Canadian Malaysian girl, however has made her peace with this question.
I usually say I’m from, Malaysia because that's where I’m from, as in, that is my home. . In the beginning I did have some questions, or rather, I found it hard to answer the question where are you from, but not anymore. I think it’s because we've finally settled down as a family, as in, we bought a house. Before we were just renting so the possibility of moving was always there. But now, I know for example, that my ‘kampung’ is Selangor. I couldn’t answer that before.
Where is home?
“Home is where, when you have to go there, they have to take in you in.” (Quoting from Robert Frost)

Home is where you are welcomed,
the door thrown wide at your approach.
Home is where you are safe.
Home is where you are understood.

Millions of nomadic children who grow up beyond their national borders return to their parents’ home countries. They are expected to integrate smoothly, to assimilate a culture they have been taught is theirs, to camouflage the numerous cultures they have accumulated while living abroad……children raised as foreigners often question the whole concept of home, never felling that they quite belong anywhere. They wonder who they are and whether they can settle anywhere permanently (Eidse & Sichel 2004, pp 4).
Some participants answered home is where family is, while others struggled to answer this question. One of the participant simply said that “Home is a place that brings you economic, political and social peace/justice.” While Samia said home for me is Tanzania, because I was born there.  Yet in my heart of hearts home is also USA, Australia, because that’s where I grew up..  Although I’ve never been to India, and Saudi Arabia my heart and soul is touched by its history and its future .Others simply maintained that they don’t know where home is.  

On being educated in International Schools and its role in identity formation
Education is not something we undergo with out it having any implications on our identity. It is not something external; it has great implications on who we are. One has to recognize to that to design a curriculum. Kazmi 1998 writes in his article that the role of education is identity formation. If one is Indian and educated in English schools, one becomes analogized or westernized.  

I too faced this in my life, as growing up I attended international schools that were decidedly British in nature; hence, for a very long time I was westernized in all respect except color.  I could relate to all the western holidays and was more attached to Christmas then to Eid (Muslim holiday). 
Education does not only refer to the formal education that we receive at school, but to the in formal education that we receive at home and outside the school. 
Education is very important as the things that you read are not merely intellectual; things that we read have impact on us emotionally, so the whole idea is that our emotions are not separate form our minds. And if we try to separate the two we create a discourse among ourselves. Rodriguez in his book hunger of memory mentions that as a Mexican American, he went to an American school, worked hard, did well but as he grew intellectually, he had tough time, as when he returned home, he could not talk to his parents, however much they loved him, or how much he loved them. 

International schools promote the education of the “global citizen” and the cultivation of ‘internationalism.’ It is best to clarify that the international schools around the world are just British and American schools. They are not multicultural education. Hill (2007, p 258) suggest that while both types of education aim to promote intercultural understanding, they do so for different purpose: ‘in multiculturism education is to facilitate integration in to the national system’  while on the other hand, international education ‘seeks to integrate students into international system where differences in culture are the norm.’
Mitchell (2003) argues that international education in an outworking of global capitalism. It aims to produce the strategic cosmopolitan. ‘Who is motivated not by ideals of national unity in diversity, but by understandings of global competitiveness, and the necessity to strategically adapt as an individual to rapidly shifting personal and national contexts’ (Mitchell, 2003, p.388). It also implies the reproduction of western worldview (Mathew and Sidhu, 2005 p. 56). Critics believe that education in international schools is borne out of the western traditions of liberal-humanism and perpetuates Western hegemony (Tamatea, 2008). 

An assessment of international education is not completer without considering the context in which it is practiced therefore each participant was asked to discuss how international education shaped them and their self identity. If international education in any way defined them and whether or not, international education deals with multicultrism that exist within its four walls. 
Hadi believes that:

The international education system has played a major part in making me who I am today. I would like to think that I adopted a universal way of thinking. A single culture has the tendency of streamlining one's world views and thoughts, being in an international school one is exposed to an array of various cultures and ideas….from that, in my mind, a well adjusted and adaptable individual is born.

Yes, on several levels it deals with multiculturism. In an international school, preconceived cultural ideas are demolished, because after all, you are just anther kid surrounded by kids from all over the world. A common identity is formed, one that knows no religion or creed. 
While Watanabe has other views on international education.
In terms of education, it played a major role as English became my first language and not my mother tongue. Also, it paved the path toward going to colleges abroad, i.e. USA. Had I gone to local schools, I probably would not have studied in the US. As for the international schools themselves, I don’t think they cater to multiculturalism. The international schools I went to were decidedly American in nature. 

Jamal believes that his international education was very westernized:

Yes I have. It has definitely made me more confident with regards to interacting with people in general. Also, the ability to speak English fluently alters the way people look at you – they tend to hold you in higher esteem somehow. As a result, I have become a more positive and confident person.

I believe international schools promote a higher level of exposure to Western culture and attitudes. I do not believe Western cultures are very plural (as in they do not incorporate multi-cultural views). Western countries may comprise of multiple cultured citizens, however it promulgates a certain set of values, which should be accepted by all. Initially (during my teen years), I was strongly influenced by Western culture.
His views are shared by samia, who also attended International Schools in various different countries. 
International education has exposed me to various cultures and ways of thinking, tolerance and generally a wider view of life. Though most of the time it was too western in nature, for example, the schools that I attended offered GCE ‘O’ levels. So I don’t think it was multiculturism  in the sense of education, in the sense of students yes the school was multi cultured. 
I believe that the international schools around the world accept students from wherever they maybe, then teach them or groom them to be American or British. This creates a problem for those seeking their authentic self.  Multiculturism is to recognize that there are multiple facets of knowledge, multiple forms of knowledge and that each of these knowledge is to be given equal weightage. 
Tolerance is one thing. Liberal definition of tolerance is anything goes, but I believe that recognizing the difference is to accept that others have different form of knowledge and we should learn from it. We should have a body of knowledge that should include everything and everybody in it.  This requires a fundamental change in our education system and is a topic for another research paper. 

Religion as a means to define one self.
According to Samia Al-Farra (2000) throughout the world, there are many Muslims who oppose the spread of western secularism. They see the breakdown of the family, the rise of violence, the ‘drug’ culture and the relaxation of traditional Christian values of mortality as the product of this secularism and as the offerings of the west to their children. They reject this because they have a fundamental belief in their own society and its values, which they wish to see maintained. Too often, such people are branded as ‘fundamentalists’ and labeled with al the negative connotations of this emotive term. Frequently also, their fears are played upon by those seeking to develop heir own political agendas.
Many people in the Muslim world more widely, including highly educated individuals, perceive internationalism as a threat, as an invasion by western culture in particular. It reminds them of the hegemony of colonization from the days when they were occupied by the British and French. They see it as a threat to their identity and cultures. Otherwise, however, perceive internationalism as a must, an important necessity if one is able to survive, succeed and excel in life. For some, internationalism means globalization. Others see it as a means used by rich countries to control poorer ones, especially when 80 per cent of resources of the world are utilized by the rich countries. So how do the Muslim global nomads deal with the issue of religion in identifying their authentic self. The answers varied from participants to participants.  Watanabe said : Yes, but at a latter stage in life, since then it has played a somewhat integral part, though not always in the positive way. However another participant Jamal disagreed with him when he states that:

Initially (during my teen years), I was strongly influenced by Western culture. However, with the passage of time, I have been more attracted to my own culture, Islam, because of its axiological appeal. I found myself increasingly drawn to the culture which has more objectivity and direction, rather than one that is based on discovering the maximum threshold of society to practices and pursuit of individual whims. I believe my lifestyle should take all its laws and rules from my religion. It should be the central core of my feelings, thought and actions.

Hadi also believes that religion is an important element in identifying oneself. Though he is happy that he was educated with people of all nations, religion and creed as it made him who is today.   He states that:

Of course religion played a role. Being a Muslim is all about tolerance and compassion. I am glad, though, I was not taught in a totally Muslim school, this is so because I have been exposed to other religions at a young age, and the very difference between other religions and my own is what has made me a better Muslim.

Maryam, feels that religion has made her emotionally strong though not necessarily formed her identity. 
I know who I’m and I’m very much rooted in my global ness. Religion prevents me from loosing control and going wild. It gives me a platform on which I can judge myself. But most of the time I find myself very much closer to western culture.
The researcher herself finds difficulty, on my occasions, to find a ground on which I can define myself. I’m not rooted in any culture, I’m not grounded in any piece of land therefore I constantly find myself identifying myself through my relationship with God and religion. It helps me stay grounded and helps me define myself who I’m without referring to my passport. It allows people to let me be. 

Conclusion
The result of this study suggests that global children perception of being international and their characteristic are different than that of their peers in the host and home country. More than the other people, global children indicated that international experience, parental and institutional education, a second language, neutrality, open-mindedness and flexibility, attitudes towards other system and cultures, respect for others, tolerance for others behavior and views contributed to their being international. Similarly they also have distinctive characteristics in terms of stronger family relationships, enjoying traveling to foreign place, acceptance of foreign language, acceptance of cultural differences and future orientation. 
 On a personal note: One thing being global has taught me is that we all bleed red and that prejudice is the bane of humanity. In school I had a classmate from United States. He was a part of our "group". A group that did everything together- from getting into trouble to preparing for exams, with time I found out that he was Jewish. The fact shocked me. Because in my teenage mind, Jews were a step away from having horns and a forked spear. The lesson I learnt from the experience is that, in the end it does not matter what you call yourself and which country you are from. All of us are the same. We are all human trying to make sense of it all in our own unique ways. 
Recommendation
1) Government around the world should look into their immigration laws to make allowance for global nomads. For example children should be allowed to hold dual or triple nationalities or citizenships.

2) Global children should be given the right to choose the country on which to set up a permanent home.

3) Educationist around the world should look into the education system and there should be fundamental change in the curriculum at International schools

4) It should be recognized that tolerance is not merely about accepting differences but knowing that each one of us have something to say and that each one of us has knowledge to share and making an effort to seek that knowledge.
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� Born in Bangladesh, raised in Ontario, Canada, lived in Zimbabwe for 7 years, now living in Malaysia since 2002 


� Born in Japan, raised in Pakistan, Egypt and Malaysia, educated in USA. Mother is Pakistani while the father is Japanese.


� Born in India, raised in Saudi Arabia, moved to Malaysia in 2004. Traveled to India in 2007. 


� Born in UK to Sudanese parents, Hadi currently lives in Malaysia.


� Maryam was born and raised in Canada, while her parents are Malaysian. She also lived in Michigan for 4 years before her parents moved to Malaysia. They have been in Malaysia since 2006


� Subhana is a Canadian born Malaysian girl. 


� Samia was born in India to an Indian father and a Arab mother, she has spent substantial time of her life shuttling between USA, Tanzania and Australia. 


� Nora was born in Canada and raised in Libya, India, USA and New Zealand.  Her family moved to Malaysia in 2008, ever since then Nora has been in a state of culture shock.


� Zainab is an Indian Singaporean girl who was raised in Srilanka, Singapore and Malaysia, she married her husband in 2006, as they say love is blind, only to realize that their looks were where the similarity ended. 
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