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From the President…..

The past few months have been busy for WCA.  The transition to a new President and Secretary-General has taken place, and plans for the 2004 Summer Conference are proceeding well.   Although the 2005 WCA International Conference is more than a year away, planning for that conference has begun as well.  Finally, WCA has a new web site that is fully functional.  

I am pleased to report that all of the financial records of the organization have been successfully transferred to Caroline Hatcher, our Secretary-General.  Transferring US dollars to a Secretary-General who does not live in the USA was not a simple process, but one that reinforced to me how much global events have impacted our lives.  As Caroline and I began to discuss how the transfer of financial responsibility should proceed, our first issue was to find a method for transferring the finances in such a way that WCA would not lose money in a conversion of funds from US dollars to Australian dollars.  The second issue was how to proceed while remaining in compliance with US regulations.  As of October 1, 2003, when new regulations in the Patriot Act became law, additional requirements were placed on financial institutions in the USA that not only affect the reporting of transfers of funds but also who has access to these funds and under what circumstances.  After considerable electronic discussions between Caroline and myself, with additional advice from Sharon Ratliffe, the third member of WCA’s Executive Board, and a local banker, we were able to find a solution.  It was my pleasure to meet Caroline at O’Hare Airport in Chicago one day in April, in which she had a one-day layover en route from Australia to Montreal, to sign all of the forms and complete the process.    WCA has taken another step in being a truly international organization through our financial transactions.

Plans for the 2004 Summer Conference are proceeding as scheduled.  Melissa Beall has spent countless hours in organizing this conference, and in making arrangements for the participation of members of the International Listening Association (ILA) as well.    As Melissa and I have corresponded, it has become clearer to me that this conference will truly be an international conference, with attendees from countries such as Denmark, Japan, Korea, Nigeria, and the Philippines, as well as the USA.   Dr. Takehide Kawashima, President of the Pacific and Asian Communication Association, has also worked tirelessly in planning the PACA conference.  The joint PACA/ILA/WCA 2004 Summer Conference promises to be a week filled with opportunities to share our research, discuss new methods in teaching, and experience the educational, cultural, and social environments of Palm Desert—and of San Diego, for those who participate in the post-conference study tour.

I was fortunate to have been selected as one of twenty participants on a site visit to Japan March 3-10, sponsored by the Japanese National Tourist Organization.  Participants in represented professional agencies that ranged from agriculture to medical science—and of course, WCA.   We met with representatives from various cities at a convention center in Chiba, near Tokyo, for 1 ½ days.   In four separate groups of five, we then departed to travel to other cities in Japan to explore additional opportunities for conference attendees.  Since WCA was already committed to Sapporo as the site of our 2005 conference, I traveled with the group that went to Sapporo and Osaka.  All groups returned to Tokyo for the last night in Japan, enjoying a banquet, a slide show of pictures from all four groups’ travel experiences, and fond memories of a hectic but worthwhile journey to learn about convention opportunities in Japan.   For reasons that I detail in another article in the newsletter, I am truly excited about the site of our 2005 Biennial Conference.  

Sapporo, on the Northern island of Hokkaido, promises to be a welcoming city for the conference.  Possibilities for cultural events range from visiting a sake museum to making a wish at a Shinto shrine and experiencing in a virtual ski jump at the Winter Olympic Games Museum.  In addition, if Osaka is chosen as the site for the post-conference tour, participants  will give us a glimpse of history, culture, and life in Southern Japan, including a visit to Osaka Castle, a lesson on how to make sushi, and potential one-day excursions to cities such as Kobe, Kyoto, and Nara.  Watch for the Fall 2004 Newsletter—and the WCA web site—for full details about the post-conference study tour as it takes shape.

Finally, I am extremely proud of our new webmaster (and my colleague), Leo Chan, who has worked diligently with his students to make the new WCA Web site fully functional.   Leo demonstrated a prototype of the site to me in March, and we reviewed the additions to the web site prior to Leo’s uploading it.   The changes have been made, the additional links have been added, and the site has been launched.  It is located at:  http://facstaff.uww.edu/wca/.  Be sure to bookmark the URL—and check it regularly for the latest information on WCA activities, conference planning, and announcements.


Sapporo:  Convention Site

-  From Barbara Monfils

The early selection of Sapporo, Japan, as the site for the 2005 WCA Conference has allowed Caroline and me to begin planning for the conference.  Although specific details of the conference, including recommended hotel accommodations and cultural activities, will be detailed in the Fall 2004 newsletter, I would like to share reasons why you should begin your plans to come to Sapporo in 2005.

First, the timing of the conference will allow for attendees to enjoy the cool summer climate that characterizes Sapporo.  Sapporo’s location on the North Island of Hokkaido allows for warm—but not hot—sunny days and cool nights.  Average temperatures in August range from 14 - 23oC.  This climate is ideal for flowers and trees, and Sapporo is blessed with several beautiful parks, including one in the center of the town.  In fact, many Japanese travel to Sapporo during this time of the year to escape the hot summer temperatures in the South of Japan.  As a result, your stay in Sapporo will be both visually appealing and comfortable.

Second, Sapporo is easy to navigate.  Because historically, Sapporo is a fairly “young” city in Japan, the streets and avenues are more “Western” in layout than many other cities in Japan.  Street signs are clearly marked, both in Japanese and in English, and the east-west and north-south grid of the major thoroughfares in Sapporo reduce the chances of being “lost.”   The radio tower in the center of Sapporo is also a handy landmark as a point of reference.   Of course, if you find yourself “off the beaten path,” and need to ask for directions, you will find the Japanese most courteous and helpful.  You may even find that you’ve gained a friend if you stop someone on the street and ask for directions, and that person not only gives you directions, but also escorts you to your destination.  And you don’t have to be overly concerned about petty crime.  Although you should remain cautious, as you would in any large city, the United Nations cites Japan as one of the most crime-free nations in the world. 

Moreover, you will find plenty to keep you entranced with this beautiful city.   As mentioned in my previous article, Sapporo hosted the 1972 Winter Olympics.  The Winter Olympics Museum, situated on the site of the ski jumping area, is a site not to be missed.  As you walk through the Museum, you not only see highlights of Olympics events, but you also see exhibits of the range of sporting equipment of the Olympians.  Another highlight is a set of virtual activities that allow museum-goers to get a sense of what it is like to participate in Olympics events.  You can try your hand at the ski jump, practice marksmanship, or become the goalie of a hockey team, protecting the net and trying to prevent the opposing team from scoring.

Sapporo is the site of a large Shinto shrine.  Prior to visiting the shrine, it is important to wash one’s face and hands with water from the springs adjacent to the shrine.   Upon entry, it is customary to toss a coin into the antechamber of the shrine, pray, and make a wish.  After leaving the shrine itself, you can select your fortune for a small “donation.”  After reading your fortune, you tie the paper to the wooden/wire screens near the shrine.  My fortune told me that I would be traveling a great distance—how true!  A complementary light snack of a soft-dough “cookie” and tea complete the visit, or visitors may wish to spend some time walking on the peaceful grounds of the shrine.

If food and drink are high on your list, Sapporo “fits the bill” in these aspects as well.  Because of its climate, Hokkaido is highly agricultural, including ideal conditions for growing the rice, wheat, and hops used in the brewing of beer and sake.  In fact, many Japanese attest that Sapporo Beer is the best beer in all of Japan!  An old brewery has been redesigned into a beer garden that seats more than 400, and Sapporans are quick to point out that Munich, Germany, is a sister city to Sapporo.  The visit to the Sake Museum, across the street from a sake brewery that is fully operational, includes information on the brewing of sake, a display of sake sets, and an opportunity to sample various “brews.”   The Sake Museum also hosts concerts during the summer, and Caroline and I will be exploring the possibility of an optional evening at the Sake Museum for those WCA members who would like to take advantage of this opportunity to hear live music while sipping sake.

Anyone who enjoys seafood—whether it is crab, shrimp, fish, eel, or squid—will sample some of the finest seafood in Japan, according to our local hosts.   On our first night in Sapporo, our meal consisted of several courses, including steamed king crab legs, tempura shrimp and vegetables, broiled fish, and a “local” dish of soup that included several types of seafood.      (Chicken and steak were also on the menu, in case seafood is not your preferred food.)   If you like sushi, sushi restaurants are readily available for lunch or dinner, with “Western style” or Japanese style seating.  No matter what your choice of food, you can be assured it will be served with attention to detail to make it visually appealing as it is served.

If you enjoy shopping, Sapporo is a shoppers’ paradise.  The Factory shopping center is a multi-storied set of buildings converted from another brewery in the city.  In addition, there are a number of underground  and above-ground shops in the center of the city.  Robinson’s Department Store is only one example of a multi-story department store in the downtown area, and shoppers can find everything from clothing and souvenirs to Aino cultural artifacts and foods.    In addition, the new Shin Chitose airport, one hour from the Sapporo City Center, contains several shopping areas for those last-minute purchases.  The chocolates are highly recommended!

Finally, the site of our 2005 Convention should be noted.  In an attempt to promote conventions in a cost-conscious manner, several local or city governments and/or prefectures in Japan have constructed convention centers during the past several years.  Because these convention centers are operated by governmental agencies, their costs are often lower than the costs of renting meeting rooms in local hotels.  The Sapporo Convention Center, the site of our Conference, is one of these sites; it has been open for less than one year.  Its meeting rooms are well-equipped for formal presentations as well as business meetings.  Signs are clearly marked, both in Japanese and in English.  The Convention Center has an “Internet library” room with several pc that allow for high-speed access to the Internet.  The Convention Center has cafeterias on-site, and the building is fully accessible to persons with disabilities.   Several hotels in Sapporo provide free shuttle bus service between their hotels and the Convention Center, and a taxi ride from downtown costs approximately $10 (USD).     
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Sapporo Convention Centre

Although I’ve only begun to describe the events, activities, and local cuisine in Sapporo, additional articles in the Fall 2004 newsletter will provide additional details about Sapporo and the 2005 Conference.  Of course, there will be plenty of opportunities to share our research findings with our colleagues in WCA, PACA, and IAHCS.  We will also enjoy WCA’s traditional pre-conference orientation to the city, opening ceremony, cultural events during the conference, and our closing banquet.  I hope that you are as excited as I am about enjoying the food, the cultural events, and the conference activities that will make the 19th Biennial WCA conference a memorable one for all!  Welcome to Sapporo!!

Message from Takehide Kawashima, President of Pacific and Asian Communication Association

The 18th WCA Biennial Convention in Sapporo in 2005

This will be a joint convention for the International Association for Health-Communication Sciences, which will hold its conference on August 6th-7th, and the Pacific and Asian Communication Association’s Summer Conference in the afternoon, August 7th.  We have a joint program for WCA, PACA, and IAHCS in the afternoon on the 8th of August.  The Sapporo Convention Center will serve us Japanese Tea Ceremony at lunch time on 8th of August without any charge (This will be a special service to us!).

Get Ready For a Super Joint Conference in Palm Desert!

Melissa L. Beall, Vice-President, North America

Dear Colleagues:

We’re almost ready for the 2004 Second Biennial North American WCA Summer Conference.  Papers and panels have been submitted, evaluated by the program planning committee (Joyce Chen, Carmencita Delvillar, Rita Ng, Susan Wildermuth and me).  All those who submitted programs or papers should have been notified.  [If you submitted something and did not receive word from me regarding the status, please advise.  I’ve learned that several people did not receive the emails I sent in March.]

The Pacific and Asian Communication Association will begin our joint conference with opening ceremonies on Sunday, August 1.  Their conference sessions will run Monday and Tuesday, August 2 and 3.  On Wednesday, August 4, and Thursday morning, the 5th, the International Listening Association will provide listening workshops (open to all PACA and WCA members for a $10.00 fee to cover printing and refreshments).  

We’re planning a Thursday afternoon trip to Palm Springs to ride the tram to the top of the mountain, see the sights, and have dinner at the restaurant at the top.  I’ll put this information on the website as soon as details have been arranged.  Our trip begins on the floor of the desert and ends up at the alpine level where it is 30-40 degrees cooler (sweaters advised for evening). Reservations can be made directly with me once details are released.

WCA conference sessions will be all day Friday and Saturday, August 6 and 7.  Final papers are due to me by June 10 and will be put up on a website at UNI.  This website is not finished.  All it has on it as of May 19, 2004 are the titles of papers.  Complete papers will be up after June 10.  A tentative final schedule will also be up about June 15.  The website will be: http://www.uni.edu/comstudy/wca/.  The final schedule will also be placed on the official WCA website.  

Fred Jandt and his staff have already proved to be splendid hosts. California State University, San Bernardino, Palm Desert campus will host a joint reception on Wednesday evening, August 5.  WCA registration will take place on Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning.  All ceremonies, receptions, and conference sessions will be in the Mary Stuart Rogers Gateway Classroom Building on the CSUSB-Palm Desert Campus.  There are slots available on the Post Study Tour.  (See Winter Newsletter for complete details.  Deadline is May 27,2004, and then Carol needs to release any spots.)  

Here is some information you may find helpful.

1. All WCA presenters must be members of WCA and pay the conference fees.  If you need that information, please contact me and I shall send you the appropriate forms.  

2. PACA members are invited to attend the conference sessions at no additional charge if they have paid their PACA membership and conference fee.

3. English is the appropriate discourse for all conference sessions.

4. The Conference Hotel is the Residence Inn by Marriott at 38-305 Cook Street, Palm Desert, California.  The hotel is a short distance from the Mary Stuart Rogers Gateway Classroom Building, 37-500 Cook Street on the Palm Desert campus of California State University, San Bernardino. 

5. The hotel will provide shuttle service between the hotel and classroom building.

6. Studio Suites for the Conference are $79.00 per night (plus taxes).  If you wish, you can ask for an upgrade to a two-bedroom suite for $109.00 per night, plus tax.  All suites have complete kitchen facilities.

7. Please make your reservations for the hotel directly with the Residence Inn by Marriott at the following numbers:  Phone 760-776-0050; 
Fax 760-776-1816; website is www.residenceinnpalmdesert.com.  Be sure to tell them you’re with the World Communication Association to get the special rates.  (I talked with the event manager this week.  She says “EVERYONE MUST USE WCA AS THE CONFERENCE GROUP, EVEN PACA MEMBERS.”  She also says that you can call a Marriott in your own country or area, or call the 800 number for Marriott, to make reservations at the Residence Inn by Marriott, Palm Desert.  [There are six different Marriott properties in the Coachella Valley, so be sure to ask for the Residence Inn by Marriott, Palm Desert.]  Reservations should be made by July 10, 2004.
8. The Hotel provides a complimentary daily breakfast buffet, complimentary social hour, Monday through Thursday, complimentary newspaper, and complimentary high-speed Internet access.

9. There will also be a computer lab available at the classroom building all day, every day, for you to use the computers and check your email.  If you have a wireless connection on a laptop, etc., you will also be able to hook into the computer system.

10. Coffee, lemonade, and iced tea will be available daily at the classroom building.

11. Airports serving the Palm Desert Area:  Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) and John Wayne International Airport (Orange County) are each about two hours away.  Ontario (California) International Airport is about one and one half hours driving time to Palm Desert.  Palm Springs International Airport (PSP) is 1/2 hour from Palm Desert.  Rental cars are available in all those locations.  [We have found Ontario is less expensive and easier than LAX.]

12. I tried without luck to get a shuttle arranged from Palm Springs International Airport to the Residence Inn.  The hotel indicates cabs “are not expensive, and there are cabs and shuttles available quickly and at all times.”

13. We will provide further information about cabs, shuttles, etc. on the website.

14. If you have a problem about transportation, please let me know and I’ll do what I can to solve the problem.

15. Barbara Monfils has made special arrangements with Northwest Airlines as our “preferred WCA airline.”  This means that NWA/KLM will provide a dollars off discount as follows:

a. For flights solely within the USA, the dollars off discount will be:

i. For fares of $250-299:  $25.00 discount

ii. For fares $300-449:  $45.00 discount

iii. For Fares $450-749:  $70.00 discount

iv. For fares more than $750:  $100.00 discount


b.   For destinations to Asia, the following discounts will apply:

i. for fares of  $500-$999:  a $50.00 discount

ii. $1000-$1499:  a $100.00 discount

iii. $1500-$1999:  a $150.00 discount

iv. more than $2000.00: a $200.00 discount

c. NWA flies directly to LAX and Ontario.


16. The average daily high temperature in August in Palm Desert is107 degrees F (40 degrees Celsius) and nighttime low is 74 (25 Celsius). 

Hugh and I look forward to seeing everyone in Palm Desert in August.  Please feel free to contact me via email:  Melissa.Beall@uni.edu, or our home phone 319-266-9827 (leave a voice mail message if we’re not there, we’ll get back to you).

Warm personal regards!

Melissa and Hugh Beall

WCA Business Meeting Scheduled at NCA Conference

The WCA-North America business meeting has been scheduled for 9:30-10:45 a.m. Saturday, November 13th.  The location is the International BR North, 2n floor, Hilton hotel.

All members and interested persons are encouraged to attend.  An agenda will be included in the Fall 2004 newsletter.   


Australian & New Zealand Communication Association (ANZCA) 

Conference

7th – 9th July 2004 

Theme:  Making a Difference

Location:  University of Sydney, Australia


Website:  www.anzca.net
Visit the 

World Communication Association 

website at:

http://facstaff.uww.edu/wca/ 
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Second Biennial Summer Conference on International and Intercultural Communication

Culture, Self, and Communication:  Teaching, Research, and Practice

 

Palm Desert, California

August 5-7, 2004

 

Registration

 

Name___________________________________________________________________

 

Address________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________________

 

Telephone (H)_________________(O)__________________Fax_______________________

 

E-mail____________________________________________________________________

 

Name Desired On Badge________________________________________________________

 

Affiliation (e.g., school, company, etc.)_____________________________________________

 

Attendees who are not current members of the World Communication Association must pay the membership fee in addition to the conference registration. 

 (Members receive newsletters and a subscription to the Journal of Intercultural Communication Research.)

 

Conference Fee

Regular Member before July 1:      $  75.00    ________

Regular Member after July 1:        $100.00    ________

Student Member before July 1:      $  50.00    ________

Student member after July 1:         $  60.00    ________

 

WCA Membership Fee

Regular:
$50.00    ________

Student:
$20.00    ________

 

Total Enclosed:               ________

 

Please forward registration form and check, money order, or Visa/MasterCard number and expiration date, to

 

Dr. Melissa L. Beall

WCA Vice-President, North America

Department of Communication Studies

University of Northern Iowa

Cedar Falls, IA  50614-0139

melissa.beall@uni.edu
319-273-7356 (fax)

WORLD COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

(Please type or print legibly)

First Name_____________________Middle Initial___ Last Name_______________________________

Department, Street Address, or Box Number________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Country, Zip_________________________________________________________________

Present Position (Check One):

( College/University 



(  Elementary/Secondary
( Business/Industry



(  Community College
(  Other (Please describe):____________________________________________

Telephone: Country Code:____ City Code/Area Code: ____ Number:________ Ext.:___  Check if Home Phone___

FAX Number: Country Code:______ City Code/Area Code: ____ Number: _________________

Email Address:_______________________________________________________

Affiliation: (Use COL, U, HS, CommColl, etc. Ex: Edison HS, U of KS)

_____________________________________________________________________

Your Title (Asst Prof, Teacher, Chm & Prof, Consultant, Student, Etc.)

_____________________________________________________________________

Highest Degree Earned: _____ Awarding Institution:__________________Year:____

( Check here if you do NOT wish to have your membership information included on the online “membership” database on the WCA home page.
Membership Category: (Unless otherwise specified, membership includes subscription to the World Communication Journal [4 issues], the WCA Newsletter [2 issues], the WCA Membership Directory [in Fall Newsletter],and all Association mailings.) 


MEMBERSHIP YEAR: ______    (JANUARY 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31) 

Check One:

(  Regular $50.00


(  Institutional    $90.00*
(  Student $ 20.00


(  Library/Acquisition  $90.00*





Additional $15.00 for international postage

(  Life Sponsor $1,000.00 (Includes all membership fees and journals for life. Must be made payable in no more than four [4] equal installments.)

Total Amount Enclosed: $_________

Payment must be in US dollars. Certified checks, Visa, and Mastercard are accepted.   For credit card payment, the following information must be included:

Name exactly as it appears on the card______________________________________

Credit Card Number_____________________________      Expiration Date_________

Send this application with payment to:
Dr. Caroline Hatcher






Brisbane Graduate School of Business







Queensland University of Technology






GPO Box 2434






Brisbane, 4001, Australia






(Questions?  E-mail:  c.hatcher@qut.edu.au )
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