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FROM THE PRESIDENT …
“Time flies”…how many times have we heard this phrase?  When I began to reflect on a theme for this article, that phrase came to mind.    As you read this article, perhaps you will agree with me that “time flies” is a most appropriate phrase for WCA in 2007.

Time flies…the 19th Biennial Conference is less than three months away.  It seems like yesterday that we were in Sapporo, Japan, at the 18th Biennial conference in 2005.  The decision to hold the 2007 conference in Brisbane, Australia, was made at the Sapporo conference.  Since that time, Caroline Hatcher and her colleagues at Queensland University of Technology and the conference Secretariat, Kaye Mills Enterprise, have been working diligently to plan an exciting conference for WCA in 2007.  The conference theme, “Communication in the 21st Century:  Exploring Roots; Expanding Visions,” will allow for conference participants to explore a myriad of perspectives by which communication is both contributing to global communication and widening “gaps” in communication between nations and people in 2007.    For those WCA members who have attended previous Biennial conferences, this conference has been scheduled on a slightly different timetable (Friday-Tuesday) to take advantage of facilities at QUT.  In addition to the program panels, WCA members will experience first-hand aspects of Australia’s cultural heritages, including the Welcome Dinner:  Bush Tucker and Cultural Experience, Friday evening, and the Conference Study Tour to the Currumbin Wildlife Park.    WCA members who have chosen to join the post-conference tour will have additional opportunities to experience Aussie culture through the visit to the Kingfisher Bay Resort, Frasier Island, and Hinterland tour.   Moreover, the opportunities to network with colleagues and to share ideas for potential collaborative projects will not only be occurring at the program sessions and Conference Study Tour, but also at the Conference Dinner, which will be held at the Queensland Rugby Club Downtown.  If you’re not coming to the WCA conference in Australia in 2007, you will be missing many unique cultural experiences!    However, even if you are not able to join your colleagues at the conference, you are welcome to provide input on issues that will be discussed at the Board meeting and at the Business Meeting in Brisbane.   I have provided additional information about these issues in another article in this newsletter.

Time flies…time for a new journal editor…..It hardly seems possible that Jim Neuliep is concluding his third and final year as editor of WCA’s Journal of Intercultural Communication Research.  Jim has carried on the fine tradition established by previous editors in making the journal a showcase of scholarship dedicated to international and intercultural communication.  Earlier this year, Caroline Hatcher issued a call for nominations for the next editor, and I am pleased to report that the Board of Directors has approved the nomination Jerry Allen, Professor and Chair of the Communication Department at the University of New Haven, Connecticut, to become the next editor of JICR.    The Board recognized Jerry’s long-standing involvement in WCA and his previous experiences as journal editor as strengths that he would bring to this position.  Jerry, I know that all WCA members join me in —a big THANK YOU—for accepting this position of responsibility; I have every confidence that you will “do WCA proud” in your duties as the next editor of JICR! 
Time flies…time for a new President…..In the past eight years, I have served WCA Secretary General and as President.  Serving in these two capacities has been both professionally and personally enriching and rewarding, and I will share some of my reflections at the Brisbane conference.    It is now time for WCA members to elect the next President.  In another article in this newsletter, I describe the process by which the next President will be selected.    I encourage you to review the procedures as established by WCA’s by-laws, and to consider nominating candidates—including self-nominations—for this important position.  Next year, WCA will be celebrating our twenty-fifth year as an organization, so one of the first tasks that the new President will face is how to bring recognition to this important milestone in our organization’s history while continuing to move the organization forward as a major organization in promoting peace and understanding through face-to-face interactions in international and intercultural arenas..  

Yes, “time flies” for everyone.  As it does, I would like to conclude with the reminder that your support of WCA is important, appreciated, and that as a member of WCA, you make, as our motto suggests:  “a world of difference.” 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: PRESIDENT OF WCA  
Barbara S. Monfils

On January 1, 2008, a new President will take office and this new President will appoint the Secretary General.  Several steps are involved in making the transition a smooth one.

Nominating Committee:

The WCA Constitution and by-laws require a Nominating Committee to be appointed by me, in consultation with the Board of Directors.  I will be contacting WCA Board members to establish the Nominating Committee within the next three weeks.  Any Board member who wishes to be a member of the Nominating Committee should contact me directly by mail, e-mail, or fax (contact information below) before June 15th.

The Nominating Committee is charged with the responsibility of nominating candidates.  It is the responsibility of all members to assist the Nominating Committee in two ways.  First, provide the Nominating committee with names of candidates after you have consulted individuals to determine their willingness to run.  Second, you may self-nominate if you are willing to serve as President of the World Communication Association.   Please make nominations to me or to any member of the Nominating Committee before July 5th.  [Note:  an announcement of the membership of the Nominating Committee will be sent to all WCA members by June 15th.].

The Nominating Committee will select candidates for the Presidency no later than July 31st.

Within 2 weeks (14 days) of the selection of candidates by the Nominating committee, a ballot will be mailed or e-mailed to all WCA members [Note:  the Board approved use of e-mail balloting at the 2003 conference in Haninge, Sweden.]  The ballot will include the name of the nominees and professional vitas for each candidate.

The deadline for WCA members to return their ballots will be 3 weeks or 21 days after the date the ballots are mailed.  Thus, the deadline for receipt of ballots will be August 21st.

Five days after the deadline for receipt of ballots, all nominees and members of the Board of Directors will be notified of the election results.  Thus, the notification date will be Monday morning, August 27th (August 26th is a Sunday this year).

The transition between Presidents takes place officially on January 1, 2008.  However, between the announcement of the election results and January 1, 2008, approximately 3 months exists during which a smooth transition of the offices of President and Secretary General can occur.

The by-laws are available on WCA’s web site:  
http://facstaff..uww.edu/wca/.  If you have additional questions about this process, please contact me.  I can be reached as follows:

Mail: 
Office of the Associate Vice          Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Hyer 428

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

800 W. Main St.

Whitewater, WI  53190-1790         

USA

Phone:
  262.472.1055

Fax:
  262.472.1670

E-mail:   monfilsb@uww.edu
INPUT SOUGHT: ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION
Barbara S. Monfils

As I mentioned in my “From the President” article, Board members and members will be asked to discuss two issues that have been raised within the past year.  One issue that has been raised has been how WCA might honor the founding members of the organization.  With the passing of Ron Applbaum in November of 2006, WCA has lost a second former President (Jeff Auer, whom many WCA members remember with great fondness, was our first loss).  We also recognize that other Board members have been active since WCA was founded in 1983, and would like to establish a more permanent mechanism by which to recognize those who worked tirelessly to establish WCA and to build it into a truly international organization dedicated to peace through mutual understanding of peoples and cultures.   Suggestions have included establishing a fund to support a student presentation at the biennial conference or establishing plenary sessions in honor of past presidents.  You may have other suggestions, and I would welcome your input.   

Another issue that the Board will discuss is to revisit the recommendation to have a Summer Conference in the USA on even-numbered years.  This was one of several recommendations made by a Task Force headed by Jerry Allen, and which was approved during the business meeting at the 2001 conference in Santander, Spain.  At the time, WCA was struggling financially, and it was thought that having a summer conference would not only give more visibility to WCA, but also to provide a means by which scholars who were interested in WCA, but who were not able to afford going to international conferences, the opportunity to introduce them to WCA through presentations of their research at a conference in the USA.   The Summer Conferences in Lincoln, Nebraska, Palm Desert, California, and Springfield, Massachusetts, were all successful, and organizers of these conferences, including Melissa Beall, Jerry Allen, Fred Jandt, and Nancy Hoar,  are all to be commended for their efforts in making each conference both a successful experience and a unique one for attendees.    If we are going to continue with the Summer Conferences, the process of selecting the site for the 2008 conference needs to begin as soon as possible in order for the planning of the 2008 conference to occur.

On the other side of the issue, the question has been raised as to whether the Summer Conference is meeting its intended purpose.  Each Summer Conference has brought new members to WCA and expanded opportunities for collaborative research.  In addition, each conference has resulted in its own set of memories that have extended beyond the presentation of research.   Who can forget Hugh Beall’s cookies in Lincoln, Nebraska, in 2002, or the Tram Ride to the Skyway and the lecture on the Ecology of the Valley in Palm Desert in 2004, or the visit to the Norman Rockwell Museum, performance of Romeo & Juliet, and the backstage tour at Williams College in 2006?  Due to a number of reasons, including relationships with EBSCO and Taylor & Francis, and implementation of cost-cutting recommendations from the 2001 Task Force, WCA’s financial status is not as precarious as it was seven years ago.  Are the summer conferences meeting the purpose of attracting new members commensurate with the time and effort it takes to plan and arrange the Summer Conference, and how does WCA’s sponsorship of the Summer Conference influence participation at the international Biennial conferences?    I welcome your dialogue on this issue as well.

If you have other issues that you would like to raise for discussion, I welcome those comments as well.  WCA is as effective as its members, and your input into these or other issues of importance is valued.

News from James Neuliep, our Journal of Intercultural Communication Research.  

To date, I have processed over 100 manuscripts.

We're scheduled to publish three issues this year (Volume 36).  Vol 36 no. 1 (March, 2007) has been sent to members of WCA. Issue no. 2 (June, 2007) is almost full and issue no. 3 (November, 2007) is already full.  A part of issue no. 2 and all of issue no. 3 are invited "State of the Art" pieces.  
I invited 10 of the leading scholars in our field to write "State of the Art" articles. These articles will address the most current thinking about contemporary issues/research in intercultural communication.  My goal is to have my final two issues of the Journal become "classics." The authors are very excited. 

With the publication of Volume 36, no. 3, my tenure as editor will expire.

I still continue to receive submissions (three more submissions in the past 

week).  I'm informing these authors that my final issues of JICR are nearly 

full and that I may not be able to include any more accepted manuscripts. I have also informed the authors that I would be happy to forward their manuscripts to the incoming editor.

We thank Jim for his outstanding achievement in bringing this ‘State of the Art’ conversation together. 

The World Communication Association strives to achieve excellence and impact by stimulating conversations about communicating across cultures and we are sure that Jim’s efforts will bring focus and growth for the association and its members. 

Finally, 

Brisbane is waiting for you to ‘Come on down!’

VISITING BRISBANE FOR THE WORLD COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION 19TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE – Here are some handy tips:
Check with your Travel Agent to ensure you have a valid visa

Everyone traveling to Australia needs an approved travel document, visa or authority to enter Australia. 

Australian citizens, who have automatic right of entry to Australia, need only present a current Australian passport on arrival.

Anyone who arrives without a visa, authority for re-entry or an Australian or New Zealand passport may be refused entry to Australia or delayed until their identities and claims to enter Australia have been checked.

Travel Insurance and Personal Insurance 

We strongly recommend you take out a travel insurance policy at the time of booking your travel.

Pack some warm clothes for the evenings as July is mid-winter in Brisbane.  
The weather in Brisbane is comfortable and sub-tropical. The city of Brisbane enjoys a very enviable climate of brilliant hot summers and clear mild winters. These enticing attributes ensure that Brisbane is idyllic for visitors all year round.

The winter is mild and very pleasant. Most winter days are sunny with average temperatures of around 170C. Average monthly rainfall over the year is around 96 millimeters. With an average of 8 hours of sun per day.  It can get cool in the evenings so make sure you bring something warm to put on after dark.

Time zone information

Standard time zone: UGT/GMT +10 hours
No daylight saving time at present in Brisbane

Comfortable walking shoes a must
Many of you will be staying near the QUT, the Conference venue.  QUT is beside the City Gardens so don’t forget to pack your walking shoes to explore the gardens, walk along the Brisbane River and see the sights.  An early morning walk before the conference is a great way to start the day.

Traveling from the Airport to the City in 20 minutes
Brisbane City is just 20 minutes by cab, shuttle or train.  The cost of these are:

· Cab - approx cost $30 one way

· Airport shuttle bus - $11 one way or $18 return book through: http://www.viator.com/tours/Brisbane/Brisbane-Airport-Arrival-Transfer/d363-3123BNEAPTHTL 

· Airtrain linking both the Domestic and International terminals $10.80 one way $19.80 return book through: www.airtrain.com.au/conference and quote your conference name to receive a 10% discount on your fare.
Membership Renewal
Caroline Hatcher (Secretary-General)
It is now time to renew your membership for 2007.
For you membership form, go to the hot-linked website.

Remember that there is no on-line facility to upload forms.

You need to mail or fax your membership form. 

http://facstaff.uww.edu/wca
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Please pay membership in US dollars.





       Send to :	Secretary-General


						Caroline Hatcher


						Queensland University of Technology 
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