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From the President….

Barbara S. Monfils

It may be too early to think about New Years Resolutions for 2005.  After all, 2005 is months away!  However, when writing this article, I was reminded of how much it seems like we’ve already enjoyed a full year of experiences when reflecting back on WCA activities of 2004 and looking forward to 2005.  In this article, I will discuss several activities, including conferences, conference planning, efforts to expand Journal readership, and service opportunities that have kept a number of WCA members active.

Caroline Hatcher continues her successful transition into the role of Secretary-General.  As mentioned briefly in the last newsletter, working within a framework of post-9-11 US banking regulations from Australia has had its challenges.  However, with her characteristic “can-do” attitude, good humor, and willingness to do whatever it takes, Caroline has done an outstanding job in adjusting to cross-cultural differences in Australian and US check-writing and financial accounting.  In the process, we have all learned that writing “not negotiable” on a check from a US bank has a very different meaning from the same term written on a check from an Australian bank!  In addition, Caroline’s previous experience in living and working in Japan are assets as she plans both the 2005 conference events and post-conference tour, both of which are highlighted in other articles in this newsletter.    

2004 WCA-North America Joint Convention:

One of the highlights of 2004 was the Summer Conference in Palm Desert, California, sponsored by WCA-North America.  It was a joint conference with PACA (Pacific and Asian Communication Association) and ILA (International Listening Association).  If you didn’t participate in this conference, you missed a “hot time.”  The 100-degree-plus temperatures were exceeded by the excellence of the program.   Melissa Beall, WCA Vice-President, North America, did an outstanding job in coordinating the programs for PACA, ILA, and WCA.  The facilities at California State University-San Bernadino, Palm Desert Campus, were state-of-the-art.  Fred Jandt, Professor and Dean, and his staff were most accommodating to the conferees.  Programs ranged from a presentation of the biodiversity of the Cochala Valley to rhetorical analyses of Janet Jackson’s “wardrobe malfunction” during the 2004 Super Bowl, studies of communication apprehension, ethnocentrism, transformational leadership, cyberspace, and Eastern and Western approaches to communication, to name a few.  The integration of interests of PACA, ILA, and WCA members was furthered by special programs on intercultural listening, “tips” for successful communication encounters in Japan, and joint opening and closing ceremonies.  Jim McCroskey’s session on how to get published, as always, was a success.   Participants enjoyed several receptions, including those sponsored by PACA, ILA, and WCA, California State University-San Bernadino, and a buffet especially prepared by Ruth Hunter and Sharon Ratliffe.  Finally, the success of the conference was due to the international representation of participants, who came from countries including Australia, Japan, Korea, and the Philippines, as well as from all regions of the USA.   Kudos to Melissa Beall (ILA and WCA), Fred Jandt (WCA), Takehide Kawshima (PACA), and to all who participated in the planning of this conference, for their efforts in making this conference a success!

2005 Conference in Sapporo, Japan:  Conference Planning

Prior to the Palm Desert conference, Caroline Hatcher, Lon Monfils, and I met Dr. Takehide Kawashima, WCA Board member and PACA President, to prepare for the 2005 18th Biennial WCA conference, which will be held at the Sapporo Convention Center in Sapporo, Japan, August 7-11, 2005.    The Sapporo Convention, which opened in 2003, features state-of-the-art meeting rooms and a cafeteria. As approved by the Board of Directors in Sweden last year, the 2005 WCA conference will also be a joint conference, with joint and/or parallel sessions with PACA and the International Association of Health Communication Sciences (IAHCS).  Our visit to Sapporo included meetings with representatives from the Sapporo Convention Center, the Sapporo Tourist Bureau, and local officials, in order to provide a conference filled with activities at a reasonable cost to participants.   WCA members have often commented that one of the most important aspects of the conference is the opportunity to interact with professionals in our host country.  Joint programs and parallel sessions, with coffee breaks scheduled at the same time for PACA, WCA, and IAHCS, will give members ample opportunities to do so in Sapporo.   

In addition to the conference programs, attendees will enjoy a half-day tour of Sapporo.  During the tour, we will stop at the Hokkaido Shrine, and we will also enjoy a spectacular view of Sapporo from the top of Mount Moiwa, 551 meters above the city.  Our conference banquet will be at the Sapporo Beer Garden—with the opportunity for those who wish to do so to sample Sapporo Beer, considered by many to be the best beer brewed in Japan.  Our full-day cultural events, scheduled for Wednesday, August 10th, include a morning visit to the Historical Village of Hokkaido and a lunchtime and afternoon visit to the seaside city of Otaru.  The Hokkaido Historical Village is an outdoor museum in which city, farm, and seaside buildings from the Meiji and Taisho Periods were relocated and restored.  The pathways are wide and smooth, with snack bars, a cafeteria, and a small souvenir shop on-site.    While enjoying lunch in Otaru, participants may choose from a variety of cuisines, ranging from Japanese sushi to “Western” foods.  At Otaru, participants will choose the sites they wish to visit, including a glass blowing factory, music box museum, and sake museum.  An optional one-day tour to a traditional Ainu village on August 12th, and post-study tour are being planned.   
Think Globally

The Joint 2004 Summer Conference 

Melissa L. and Hugh F. Beall

The joint summer conference sessions (PACA, ILA, and WCA) in Palm Desert, California were a stimulating adventure.    There were opening and closing ceremonies, three receptions, greetings from the mayor of Palm Desert, 20 panels, two workshops, three special presentations, three keynotes, six distinguished lectures, and lots of networking during meals and coffee breaks and back at the Residence Inn.  There were group excursions to a desert oasis and up the San Jacinto Mountains to the alpine level via the Palm Springs tramway.  Participants came from Australia, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Macau, the Philippines, Singapore, and the U.S.  We even had presenters from New Zealand, via the technology of the university’s distance learning program.   

Fred Jandt and his staff did a superb job of hosting the groups.  Sharon Ratliffe and Ruth Hunter gifted us with a third reception.  This joint conference established a standard for summer WCA North America conferences because of the fine work done by our California hosts. Thanks, Fred, to you and your capable staff for all your efforts on our behalf.  Thanks, Sharon and Ruth for the great food!

After the conference, fourteen of us boarded a mini-bus for a tour of the Los Angeles area, a trip to an arboretum, and finally to San Pedro, California for a night’s rest before ten of us boarded the Royal Caribbean ship, “Monarch of the Seas” for a five-day cruise.  The cruise ship is a self-contained floating city of 3,000.  The food was plentiful, varied, and excellent and the service was superb.  The ship itself provides anything one would ever want or need for a short vacation.  While most of the group went on the optional land tours, Hugh and I remained on board and enjoyed fabulous entertainment as well as relaxing moments.    Our personal favorite was Ramon, the classical guitarist, who played in The Centrum before and after our evening meals as well as at other locations on the ship.  The on-board spa provided the opportunity for a massage and facial.  The swimming pools gave others a chance to enjoy the Pacific sunshine while on board ship.  Bingo games, the casino, a variety of bands, group vocal and musical theatre performances, and an art auction provided other entertainment.  Members of our group signed up for a variety of tours in San Diego, Catalina, and Ensenada, Mexico.  They reported having a grand time.  The on-board pictures are testimony to the great fun we had together as a group!

Each WCA convention brings new adventures and the opportunity to meet and spend time with wonderful people from all over the world.  We are delighted to have become better acquainted with Professor Park and his wife, Ms. Lee, Professor Hur and his wife, the Hoovers, Young-Ok Lee-Jung, and Baek-Hwan Sung.  Would we go on a cruise again?  Absolutely!  This trip afforded us a wonderful, relaxing, entertaining, and enjoyable time.  The other members of the group got pleasure from their land excursions.  Everyone was happy.  Our group was seated at the same table each night and had a wonderful time together.  Colleen, our server, was talented and efficient.  

Hugh and I look forward to 2005 in Sapporo, Japan.  We know a 2005 post-study tour will provide new opportunities to interact with our international friends and help us learn more about other cultures.  We look forward to seeing you in Sapporo and after!

Announcement of the site of the 2006 WCA-North American Summer Conference:

Melissa Beall, WCA Vice-President, North America, conducted the business meeting of WCA-North America in Palm Desert.  A major topic of discussion was the selection of a site for the 2006 WCA-North America Summer Conference.   Two potential sites were discussed:  Maine and Springfield, Massachusetts.   In an e-mail earlier this year, WCA member Nancy Hoar suggested having the 2006 conference at Western New England College in Springfield, Massachusetts, and her suggestion was brought to the members. Nancy noted that several museums, including the Basketball Hall of Fame and the Dr. Seuss Museum, are in downtown Springfield.  The Berkshires, including Tanglewood, the Norman Rockwell Museum, historic homes, and a variety of cultural events are an hour to the west and Old Sturbridge Village is an hour to the east.  Springfield is a 45-minute drive from Hartford, Connecticut.  She also suggested potential post-conference tour possibilities.  The members in attendance at the business meeting endorsed Springfield, Massachusetts, as the site of the 2006 WCA-North America Summer conference, and commissioned Melissa Beall to begin to the groundwork for the 2006 Summer Conference.     Make a note on your calendars for the 2006 WCA North-America Summer conference, to be held in early August of 2006!

Updates on negotiations with Taylor & Francis for marketing the Journal:

Jim McCroskey met with representatives from Taylor and Francis Publishing Company at the ECA conference earlier this year, and initiated discussions about the potential for Taylor and Francis and WCA’s entering into an agreement to have Taylor and Francis publish and to market the Journal of Intercultural Communication Research.   Under this arrangement, Taylor and Francis would provide a broader market for the Journal through Taylor and Francis’ worldwide publishing networks.   The WCA Journal Editor would  maintain editorial control, and Taylor and Francis would be responsible for copy editing, typesetting, etc.   Board members have reviewed an initial proposal submitted by Taylor and Francis in Palm Desert, and have received follow-up information.  I welcome your input as we proceed with this endeavor.

Opportunities to Serve:

As we prepare for the 2005 conference, there will be many opportunities to become actively involved in service to WCA.   For the 2001 and 2003 Biennial conferences, the regional vice-presidents and at-large members of the Board reviewed all conference submissions.  Nancy Hoar, Jim Hayes, and Leigh Anne Howard volunteered to serve as reviewers for the 2003 conference.  This practice will continue for the 2005 conference.  However, I also invite nominations (including self-nominations) for WCA members to serve as reviewers.  Jim Hayes and Nancy Hoar also assisted Caroline Hatcher with the online conference proceedings to make them available prior to the 2003 conference. We will have online access to the 2005 conference program and proceedings prior to the conference in Sapporo, and will need assistance in this process.   Joyce Chen, Carmencita Del Villar,  Rita Ng, and Susan Wildermuth served as reviewers for the 2004 Summer Conference.   Caroline, Melissa, Sharon, and I have appreciated the willingness of WCA members to come forward in service, invite your active participation in 2005.

Elections for regional vice-presidents and the at-large members of the Board will also occur during 2005.  Those individuals who are elected will serve a four-year term beginning January 1, 2006.  Watch for the “Call for Nominations” in the next issue of the Newsletter, and consider nominating someone (or yourself!) for one of these positions.

Thus, while looking back on all that has transpired with WCA since January 1, 2004, it is hard to believe that it isn’t 2005 already.  As I’ve described in this article, we are engaging in a number of activities to further the mission of WCA. Whatever the activity—financial, organizational, research, or service—a number of opportunities are available for your active participation.  I welcome your comments, suggestions, and your participation as we work together in 2005 and beyond.  

2005 Conference in Sapporo:  Climate, Transportation, Food, and Safety:

Barbara S. Monfils

When asked to name the first city that comes to mind when people think of Japan, few would respond by saying “Sapporo.”  However, after your visit to Sapporo next year, this may well be your response.  Sapporo, the capital of the northern island of Hokkaido, is home to over 1.8 million residents.  It is also a major commercial, transportation, and economic hub.  If you’re wondering why you should travel to Sapporo for the 2005 WCA conference, there are a number of reasons.   Whether you are looking for an area with a comfortable summer climate, ease of transportation, a wide variety of cuisines, cultural events, shopping experiences, or a safe environment, Sapporo will exceed your expectations. 

Climate:

Sapporo advertises itself as “a city with four brilliant seasons.”  Because of its temperate climate, Sapporo is a popular site for the Japanese to visit in the summer in order to escape from hot temperatures elsewhere in Japan.  When we were there, temperatures topped out at approximately 86 degrees (F) or 30 degrees (C).   Days were bright and sunny, with sunscreen and a hat or other protection from the sun a “must.”  It rained our last night in Sapporo, and we were told that thunderstorms are unusual in northern Japan in late July and early August.   

Transportation:

Northwest Airlines is the preferred airline for the conference. Caroline Hatcher will be sending “Association Dollars Off Certificates” to members who request them. Each certificate provides discounted fares, and are valid for travel between July 31st and August 19th, 2005.  WorldPerks miles will be awarded for travel via these certificates.  US delegates can fly to Tokyo from gateway cities, including New York, Detroit, and Minneapolis/St Paul.  The flight from Narita to Sapporo takes approximately 1 1/2 hours.  For those with connecting flights to Sapporo from Haneda airport (domestic airport in Tokyo), an airport limousine bus takes approximately 50 minutes to make the journey from Narita to Haneda, and costs 3000 yen.    Direct international flights to Sapporo are also available from various carriers originating at Seoul, Shenyang, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Guam, and Honolulu.

The journey from the New Chitose Airport to Sapporo takes approximately one hour by bus; the JR railway train is a 36-minute ride.  In the city, Sapporo’s color-coded subway system with signs in English and Japanese, and “Western” style of layout of streets and avenues, with street signs in English and Japanese, make Sapporo an easy city to navigate.  City buses, Chuo buses, and JR buses (and for some routes, streetcars) are in use throughout the city.  When boarding the bus, passengers take a numbered ticket.  Payment is made when exiting the bus, depositing the fare as posted on a marquee in the front of the bus under on the corresponding number on the ticket.  Additional information on transportation options to and from New Chitose Airport and within Sapporo will be available in the next issue of the newsletter.  

Shopping:

Shoppers will be able to find goods ranging from cultural artifacts to the latest fashions in a ten-block “shoppers’ paradise” in the Odori Park (city center) area of Sapporo.  The Factory, a five-story shopping center, is also a great place to shop.  Other shopping areas include the Sapporo Underground Shopping Mall, in the Odori area, with approximately 150 shops and restaurants divided into two shopping zones.  The Tanukikoji Shopping Arcade houses some 200 shops, many of which target youth.  Shopping areas are also located in or connected to the Sapporo Station.   

Cuisine:

You will also find a variety of foods to sample, ranging from sushi, tempura, and other Japanese-style meals, to fresh fish, seafood, and crab.  Susukino is the largest entertainment district north of Tokyo, according to the Sapporo Sightseeing Guidebook. The Guidebook identifies some 5000 restaurants and entertainment facilities in the Susukino district, including “Ramen Alley.”  The Nijo Fish Market is not only known for its shops, but also for its sushi restaurants and restaurants specializing in rice bowls with toppings.  The menu at the Sapporo Beer Garden is extensive, and designed to please all palettes.  And remember—you will save money in Japan because of Japan’s “no-tipping” policies!

Cultural Events and Activities:

Whether you prefer indoor or outdoor activities, Sapporo has a number of museums, parks, and other cultural sites to enjoy.  Museums include the Sapporo Archives Museum, Hokkaido’s Governor’s Official Residence, the Hokkaido Migishi Kotaro Museum of Art, Hokkaido Museum of Modern Art, Sapporo Museum of Sculpture and Hongo Shin Memorial Hall, Hokkaido Museum of Literature, and Watanabe Junichi Museum of Literature, to name a few.   The Sapporo Symphony is internationally renowned.   If you are an outdoor enthusiast, you can enjoy a walk through Odori Park in the city center, a visit to Japan’s first modern botanical garden, or sojourns to Maruyama Park and Zoo, Asahiyama Memorial Park, or the Rose Garden Chizaki, with more than 4,000 roses.  Sports enthusiasts will want to spend some time at the Sapporo Winter Sports Museum, with displays commemorating the 1972 Winter Olympics held in Sapporo, and the Miyanomori Ski Jump Stadium, used for the 70-meter jump event at the 1972 Winter Olympics.   At the Winter Sports Museum, there are several “virtual” exhibits, at which one can safely simulate speed skating, ski jumping, and defending a goal during a simulated hockey match. 

Safety:

In a post-9-11 world, safety issues have become increasingly important to all travelers.  If safety is a concern to you, it is important to remember that the United Nations has cited Japan as one of the safest nations in the world.  Although no one can guarantee absolute safety, we were able to walk the streets in the evenings, and to take public transportation without experiencing any difficulties.  We found the Japanese people we met to be extremely helpful, cooperative, and willing to please.   Mark your calendars now for the 18th Biennial WCA conference, August 7-11th, 2005—you won’t want to miss it!

Conference Costs:

7th-11th August 2005

US$450 dollars: Conference organisation, two cultural events (1/2 day and full day), most lunches and dinners, including banquet and traditional Japanese meal. 

Accommodation:

Sheraton Hotel, Sapporo

7-11 August 11000 single, 14000 twin or double

6 & 12 August 12000 yen single, 15000 twin & double.

Youth Hostel Single & Twin rooms - 3800yen.

Youth Hostel – book soon. 

Learn about Japan by going to the heart of its culture: Post Study Tour

By Caroline Hatcher 

Following the exciting events of the 2005 conference, there will be, as usual, additional opportunities to learn about the country that we are visiting for the conference.    

The post-study tour will be in two parts:

12 August

For those who have just a short time to spare in Japan, there will be a one-day post study bus trip on Hokkaido on 12 August. After the conference closes at lunch time on 11th, you will have a free afternoon in Sapporo. I recommend a delicious leisurely lunch at a wonderful buffet in the JR building above central station, overlooking the city. The food and the views are magnificent. Then you have time for shopping. On 12 August, we will take a bus to the Ainu Village in Shiraoi (the traditional owners of Hokaido) and the famous Jozankei Hot springs. 

You will be back at the hotel by dinner time for departure in the late evening or next day.

For those with a little more time: 

13-17 August

The study tour continues on 13 November with a flight to Osaka, Kansei Airport, which is the start of a four day trip to famous Nara Deer Park, the home of the Todaiji Temple with its Great Buddha in what is claimed to be the largest wooden structure in the world; then, to Kyoto to see traditional Japan at its best. There will be temple visits, including the famous Kiyomizu dera and Ryoanji (rock garden) and a tour of the Kyoto Imperial Palace; time to wander in the Gion area to see those beautiful geisha; a cultural performance which captures snippets of the exquisite arts for which Japan is so famous; shopping at a wonderful craft market; and traditional Japanese dining matched with opportunities for shopping in the markets and modern shops of Kyoto. 

Finally, on 16 August, you will travel two and a half hours by famous high speed Shinkansen train back to Tokyo (maybe you’ll catch a glimpse of Mt fuji along the way) where you can fly out from the Tokyo airport after an afternoon and overnight  stopover in Tokyo to catch the sights of the bustling modern but unique experience that is modern Japan. 

I hope you can join us for part or all of this exciting adventure. Choosing what to do on this trip has been difficult. There is so much to choose from. However, the itinerary that we have planned gives a glimpse of some of the most beautiful and absorbing aspects of Japan, both traditional and modern, and still leaves you some time for shopping and taking in the sights independently at your leisure if you wish to. 

With careful planning and some good connections in Japan, we have managed to put together a package at a reasonable price. You should make your departure out of Tokyo if you wish to take the full advantage of the package.           

However, we have also arranged a package that excludes travel costs if you wish to do that separately. This flexible option may suit some participants who wish to fly out of Sapporo. 

You will have a choice of Western style accommodation or Ryokan in Kyoto (traditional Japanese inn with shared bathroom). We recommend that you try the traditional style of the Japanese ryokan. 

As this period is Obon, a Japanese traditional celebration and welcoming back of ancestors, and a time when Japanese locals usually return to their home town for family celebrations, it is a very busy time and bookings will need to be made well in advance.  

Bookings and Payment

All interested travellers will need to pay a deposit by 12 February 2005.  Miss Mifume of Kintetsu International recommends early bookings.  

All final payments must be made for the Post Conference Study Tour directly to our travel agent in yen by April 1.  However, in order to ensure hotel and travel bookings, the travel agent would like to know approximate numbers in late November. 

Early Ryokan bookings in Kyoto and on flights will be especially important. Miss Fifume will arrange all the bookings for the Sapporo-Kyoto Tokyo package (Study tour only) if you wish.  

In summary:

The choices:

1. Package 1 – Study Tour Sapporo/Osaka/Kyoto/Tokyo all inclusive of accommodation, meals, buses, entries and travel (except for several ‘free time’ lunches and dinners). Four nights  and five days.

Prices yet to be finalised based on 25 study tour members: 

Current quote: 153000 yen (approx US$ 1500 at current exchange rate)

This is a very reasonable quote with a recommended agent to look after us.

Notification to Caroline Hatcher and payment directly to Kintetsu International. (see dates in previous column)
2. Package 2 - Study Tour Sapporo/Osaka/Kyoto/Tokyo all inclusive of meals, buses, entries but no airfares or Shinkansen travel for those who want to fly in and out of Sapporo independently (except for several ‘free time lunches and dinners)

Price still being negotiated. This package will be without Sapporo/Osaka flight and Shinkansen from Kyoto to Tokyo. 

Notification to Caroline Hatcher and payment to Kintetsu International
Package 3 – One day Hokkaido All day BusTrip on 12 August – not included in Package 1 or 2- includes bus, lunch and entry to Ainu Village.  

Price: 6000 yen (US $60 approx.)

Payment to Caroline Hatcher can be included in Registration payment for WCA conference. Please tick box for additional payment.

Journal of Intercultural Communication Research

Call for Papers

The Editor-Elect is soliciting papers for publication in the Journal of Intercultural Communication Research, a publication of the World Communication Association.  JICR publishes qualitative and quantitative research that focuses on interrelationships between culture and communication.  Submitted manuscripts may report results from either cross-cultural comparative research or results from other types of research concerning the ways culture affects human symbolic activities. Studies reporting data from within a single nation/culture should focus on cultural factors and explore the theoretical or practical relevance of their findings from a cross-cultural perspective.

Manuscripts should be no more than 25 pages in length, not including tables and references, and must conform to the stylistic guidelines prescribed by the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th Ed.).  Papers may be submitted  via hard copy or electronic attachment.  Hard copy submissions must included three copies of the paper.  Electronic submissions must be sent as an email attachment in either Word or WordPerfect.  For all submissions, the manuscript’s cover page must include a title, each author’s name, mailing address, email address, phone number, and fax number.  Author identification should include the author’s current affiliation, highest earned degree, the institution granting that degree, and the year granted.  Following the title page, a 100 word abstract must be included. 

Manuscripts deemed appropriate for JICR and that conform to the above guidelines will be subjected to blind review.  Manuscripts that do not conform with the mission of JICR or the above guidelines will not be reviewed.

Hard copy manuscripts may be submitted to:

James W. Neuliep, Editor-elect

Journal of Intercultural Communication Research

Department of Communication

St. Norbert College

100 Grant Street

De Pere, WI 54115

Electronic submissions may be submitted to: jicr@snc.edu

CALL FOR PAPERS

18TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE OF THE WORLD COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION 

5th CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR HEALTH COMMUNICATION SCIENCES 

SUMMER CONERENCE OF 

THE PACIFIC AND ASIAN COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION

SAPPORO, JAPAN
The conference will be a joint conference with the Pacific and Asian Communication Association and the International Association of Health Communication Sciences.  

The conference site will be the Sapporo Convention Center, Sapporo, Japan.  

Programs sponsored by the International Association of Health-Communication Sciences will begin on August 5th.  Programs sponsored by the Pacific and Asian Communication Association will begin on Sunday, August 7th.  The opening ceremony for the conference will be Sunday afternoon, August 7th.  Programs sponsored by World Communication Association will be scheduled for August 8th, 9th, and the morning of August 11th, with an all-day cultural event planned for members of all three organizations for Wednesday  August 10th.

Conference Theme:  Communication and Global Cultures:  Transforming Communities
Factors contributing to “glocalization” or the simultaneous globalization and localization of cultures, continue to transform cultures throughout the world.  These transformations range from the individual to the group, public, national, and international levels.  These factors, in turn, influence and are influenced by communications media, including digital forms of communication.

In order to survive and thrive as human beings, we live in communities, confirming, reconfirming, and changing ourselves as we respond to changing conditions.  However, due to the pace of change in contemporary society, communities are finding it necessary,  and sometimes difficult, to find methods and means by which to respond to these changes.

Some communities respond by insulating themselves.  Other communities continue by selecting elements of change, preserving some aspects of their own while infusing changes in other areas.  Still other communities use both “real” and “virtual” forms and technologies of communication to transform themselves into new entities.

Several questions emerge from these types and forms of transformation.  What internal and external factors do communities identify as being important in defining “communities” with a culture?  How do these elements influence communication, and how are they shaped and molded by communication?  What choices do members of these communities make in choosing to respond—or choosing not to respond—to changing elements within their communities?  In what ways does communication in all of its forms, ranging from interpersonal and group communication to mass communication (including technologies of communication), play a role in transforming or not transforming cultures? 

How do major institutions (e.g., political, economic, organizational, health, religious, ethnic, or cultural communities) define themselves as communities, and how are they impacted by changes in communication?  What effects do transformations have within the communities?  How are issues of health impacted by these transformations?  To what extend to transformations result in new ways of defining “community” within a global environment?  What happens when communities collide?

These and other questions will be examined during the joint conference comprised of the: 18th biennial conference of the World Communication Association, the fifth conference of the International Association of Health Communication Sciences, and the Summer Conference of the Pacific and Asian Communication Association.      

CALL FOR PAPERS, PROGRAMS, WORKSHOPS, AND PANEL DISCUSSIONS

English will be the language of discourse for all conference sessions.

The deadline for receipt of proposals is February 1, 2005.  

All proposals should be submitted to:

WCA CONFERENCE PAPERS

Dr. Caroline Hatcher-

WCA Secretary-General

Queensland University of Technology

Brisbane Graduate School of Business

G.P.O. Box 2434

Brisbane, 4001 Australia

Phone:  61 07 3864-1299

Fax:  61 07 3864-1087

e-mail: c.hatcher@qut.edu.au
Notification of the paper screening results will be made by March 15, 2005.  

Inquiries regarding the conference and program submissions may be addressed to Dr. Barbara S. Monfils, WCA President, by mail, fax, or by Internet: 

Associate Vice-Chancellor for Academic Affairs University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

800 W. Main St.

Whitewater, WI  53190-1790   

USA

Phone:  262-472-1055

Fax:  262-472-1670

e-mail:  monfilsb@uww.edu.

Inquiries regarding the conference and registration or membership may be addressed to Dr. Caroline Hatcher, WCA Secretary General, at the WCA Conference Papers address above.

Methods of Submission:

Proposals may be submitted by e-mail, fax, or mail to Dr. Caroline Hatcher, at the address, fax number, and internet address listed above. 

E-mail submissions are encouraged.  All submissions will undergo a blind review process by a minimum of two reviewers.

Directions for Submitting Papers   (to be presented in no more than 15 minutes)

The conference program will accommodate individual papers capable of being presented in no more than 15 minutes.   Priority will be given to papers that address the conference theme.  To submit a paper:

1. Prepare four (4) written copies and one (1) copy on floppy disc using Windows 95 or higher, or e-mail an electronic file using Windows 95 or higher.   Printed papers should be typed, single-sided and double-spaced.  All papers will be submitted for blind review; therefore, names of the authors and their institutions, addresses, and telephone numbers should not be revealed on the papers.

2. Prepare one (1) copy of a separate cover sheet that includes author(s), affiliations, addresses, telephone numbers, fax numbers, and internet addresses and a 100-word abstract of the paper that will be printed in the conference program.  Identify equipment needed, if any.  Send the cover sheet by mail, fax, or with the electronic paper submission.  

3. Send the 4 written copies of the paper, the copy of the paper on floppy disc, and the separate cover sheet, or electronic copies of all of the above files, to the WCA CONFERENCE PAPERS ADDRESS by the deadline.

Directions for Submitting Programs, Workshops, and Panel Discussions 

(Up to 100 minutes in length)

The conference program will accommodate programs, workshops, and panel discussions to be scheduled opposite two or more other sessions in the same time slot.  This invitation encourages academic and professional specialists and consultants to 

(1) assemble a coherent set of papers, or (2) design a workshop or organize a panel discussion on a topic related to the conference theme or in communication-related areas,.  All proposals for programs, workshops, and panel discussions will be blind reviewed.  Submitters are encouraged to design into the proposal procedures for interaction among presenters and between presenters and audience participants.

Instructions for submitting a program that consists of a coherent set of papers

Follow the instructions for submitting an individual paper but with these additions:

1. Assemble the 4 written copies and copy on the floppy disk, or the electronic copy of the program, and separate cover sheet from each individual.

2. Prepare five (4) written copies and a copy on floppy disc, or an electronic file,  of a rationale for the program.  The rationale must be typewritten, double-spaced and no more than 2 pages in length.

3. Prepare one (1) copy of a program proposal form that includes the title of the program, a 100-word description to be printed in the conference program, name and affiliation of the program chair, titles of the papers in the order they are to be presented with the presenters’ names and affiliations, name and affiliation of respondent (if applicable).  Identify equipment needed, if any.

4. Send the entire package of materials to the WCA CONFERENCE PAPERS ADDRESS by the deadline.

Instructions for submitting a workshop or panel discussion

Individuals interested in proposing a workshop or panel discussion should:

1. Prepare five (4) written copies of a rationale (no longer than 2 double-spaced typewritten pages), or an electronic copy.  Include the title of the program or workshop but not the names or affiliations of the presenters or leaders.

2. Prepare five (4) written copies or an electronic copy of a 100-word description to be printed in the conference program.

3. Prepare one (1) copy of a program proposal form that includes the title of the program and the names and affiliations of the program chair and presenters or leaders and respondent (if applicable).

4. Place one (1) copy of the rationale, the 100-word description, and the names and affiliations of the program chair and presenters or leaders and respondent (if applicable) on floppy disc using Windows 95 or higher, or as an electronic file.

5. Send the 4 written copies of the rationale, the copy of the floppy disc, and the program proposal form, or the electronic proposal, to the WCA CONFERENCE PAPERS ADDRESS by the deadline.

Instructions for Submitting Papers for Joint Sessions:

Because the conference will be joint conference of three organizations, one or more sessions will be scheduled as joint sessions.  These sessions will be single-program sessions; no other programs will be scheduled during these time slots.  Papers that address the conference theme from two or more of the following perspectives will be considered for presentation during the joint sessions:  Pacific and Asian Communication, Health Communication, and International and Intercultural Communication..  

Use the instructions for submitting a paper above for joint session papers.  Clearly identify the submission as “Submission for Joint Session.”    In case there are more papers submitted than can be accommodated during the joint sessions, the paper will be considered for presentation at another time during the conference.

Information and Contact Person for the Pacific and Asian Communication Association and the International Association for Health Communication Sciences: 

PACA and IAHCS Conference Information and Programs:
Dr. Takehide Kawashima

Nihon University

Graduate School of Literature and

Social Sciences

3-25-40 Sakurajosui Setagaya-ku, Tokyo, 156-8550

Japan

Telephone:   (81)-3-5317-9709 

Fax:  (81) 42679-2514

Email: after January 20, 2005: take@cha.nihon-u.ac.jp

Australian and New Zealand Communication Association (ANZCA)
Call for papers for their July 4-7 2005 conference.  

The theme: 

‘Communication at work’

For further information go to http:// www.anzca.net, ANZCA05

Contact: Dr Colleen Mills

University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand.

The next ANZCA conference is being hosted by the Department of Management, University of Canterbury, and will be held in central Christchurch at the historic old university site (Now called the Christchurch Arts Centre). The conference is 4 - 7 July 2005 and its theme is Communication at work: Showcasing communication scholarship. 
Proposals for papers, panels, and workshops are due by 15 November (late proposals will be considered from WCA members). The details of the required format and email address to submit your abstracts can be found on the ANZCA conference webpages. 

ANZCA has a stunning trio of internationally acclaimed keynote speakers: Professors Janet Holmes(Gender and Communication), George Cheney (Organisational Communication) and Graeme Turner (Cultural Studies). Details about these keynotes and the titles of their keynote addresses can also be found on the conference webpages at the ANZCA2005 icon.
Call for Expressions of Interest WCA Conference 2007

We are seeking expressions of interest to host the 2007 conference.

All those who are interested in hosting the event should contact Barbara Monfils with an outline of the proposal.

Dr Barbara Monfils, WCA President

Associate Vice-Chancellor for Academic Affairs University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

800 W. Main St.

Whitewater, WI  53190-1790   

USA

Phone:  262-472-1055

Fax:  262-472-1670

e-mail:  monfilsb@uww.edu. 

In summary:

WCA 2005 in Sapporo, Japan is shaping up to be an exciting opportunity to meet academics from Japan and all over the world, learn about Japanese culture, and contribute to WCA members’ belief that, as academics, we can make a difference to intercultural understanding worldwide by our own education about intercultural communication and the culture of others.  

Join us in Sapporo!

More details about the WCA 2005 conference in Sapporo, Japan will follow in the next newsletter.

The WCA website is at http://www.facstaff.edu/wca/
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Caroline Hatcher-


Queensland University of Technology 


Phone:  61 07 3864-1299


Fax:  61 07 3864-1087


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:c.hatcher@qut.edu.au" ��c.hatcher@qut.edu.au�








