President’s Message 

Sharon A. Ratliffe

It is a busy and exciting time for WCA and you’ll read about it in this issue of our newsletter! It has been a struggle to limit this message to only the briefest overview of three highlights that I believe enhance the World Communication Association. 

The 2002 WCA Summer Conference held in Lincoln, Nebraska in August was a tremendous success! We were a small but mighty group with insightful presentations fitting into a single track that enabled all of us to be together for the entire conference. I felt exhilarated by the discussions which were worthy of a high quality post-graduate seminar. Thanks go to Jerry Allen and Melissa Beall who organized this first event, to Bill Seiler and the Department of Communication at the University of Nebraska for hosting us, to Barbara Monfils who processed our registrations, and to all the participants who made thought-provoking presentations and participated in extended discussions following each program. 

Under Jim McCroskey’s editorship, our journal, the newly titled, Journal of Intercultural Communication Research, is remarkably on schedule for a transition year. If you haven’t already received the combined issues 1 and 2 of the 31st volume, you will receive your copy shortly. These issues reflect both quality and balance. The combined issues 3 and 4 are scheduled for publication by the end of this year. 

Plans are well underway for WCA’s 17th Biennial Conference which is scheduled for July 2003 in Haninge (Stockholm), Sweden. Several articles in this issue are devoted to conference preparations-- the conference dates, call for papers, call for individuals to serve on a paper screening committee, and articles about the venue. 

Barbara Monfils, Ruth Hunter, and I traveled to Stockholm in July for a site visit. Melissa Beall, WCA Vice President for North America, also met with us in her capacity as Vice President of the International Listening Association (ILA). We met with local convention planning coordinators and community and hotel representatives. As a result, Barbara and I were pleased to recommend to the WCA Board of Directors that we not only hold our 2003 conference in Sweden but that we also hold our conference in conjunction with the ILA annual conference. (See the article entitled “Philosophy Behind Joint ILA/WCA 2003 Conference in Sweden.”) We are very excited about this decision which reflects the interests of those of you who responded to the site selection survey Barbara circulated last Spring. With one roundtrip airfare, you now have the opportunity to attend two international conferences! 

While in Sweden, we met for nearly a full day with Dr. Karla Pihlajamaki, an ILA member, who has agreed to serve as the Local Representative for the conferences. She has been in email contact with us regularly, providing us with valuable information about possible local contacts whom we will encourage to be involved as presenters and participants. Klara was instrumental in briefing us on communication-related issues within the country and community that have intercultural dimensions and, therefore, will assist us in developing our conference so that local participation is evident. Melissa Beall and I are designing a sequence of programs that will focus on these issues. Entitled “Connecting Conversations,” these programs will extend across both the ILA and WCA conferences and will also include local presenters.

Exciting things are happening and I am eager to discuss them with you! Please read articles in this issue in which I invite you to nominate yourself to be a member of the 2003 conference paper screening committee and to nominate others or yourself for the position of WCA President. Some of us will have an opportunity to talk in New Orleans on Saturday, November 23 at 3:30 pm when the WCA – North America holds its annual meeting in conjunction with the National Communication Association convention. We’ll meet in Edgewood B on the 4th floor of the Sheraton Hotel. If you are unable to attend this meeting, please feel welcome to interact by mail, telephone, or email: sratliffe@worldnet.att.net 


Joint ILA/WCA 2003 Conference in Sweden 
The International Listening Association (ILA) and the World Communication Association (WCA) each have unique perspectives and traditions, yet they share many values and goals in common. Because we share both unique and common characteristics, ILA and WCA have agreed to hold a joint conference in Haninge (Stockholm), Sweden July 17 – 25, 2003. The overall conference theme is “Framing Global Links.” The ILA Conference will take place from July 17 to 20 and use “ Touch the World, Listen” as the theme to frame their deliberations. The WCA Conference will take place from July 20 to 24, with the theme, “Communication and Culture in a Networked World.” 
Our Unique Perspectives:
The 2003 conference will be the first held outside the United States for ILA while the WCA biennial international conference, held in odd years, has never taken place in the United States.
ILA holds annual conferences while, until 2002, WCA holds biennial conferences. Beginning in August 2002, WCA will hold a summer conference in the United States during even years.
While ILA focuses on listening, WCA addresses the broad scope of communication.


Our Common Values and Goals:
ILA and WCA both promote teaching, research, and practice in communication.
ILA and WCA both have international membership and examine intercultural and international implications of communication.
ILA and WCA both promote the ideal and practice of free, responsive, and effective communication in a peaceful world.


Mutual Philosophy and Goals of the Joint

ILA/WCA Conference
• Both associations believe it is important to apply listening/communication to topics relevant to the local venue. 
• Both associations believe that participants in each conference as well as each association will mutually benefit from participating in dialogues on locally relevant topics. 
• Both associations believe that dialogue and interaction among participants promotes active involvement and deeper understandings than can be achieved by the traditional conference format of presenting papers to an audience. 
• Both associations believe that the involvement of local experts on specific topics in dialogue with listening and communication experts from throughout the world will provide unique perspectives and promote global and well as local understandings. 
Therefore, a “conference within the conferences,” called “Connecting Conversations” has been designed. This internal conference will feature 1 conversation on each of 6 days across both conferences. Local experts will be sought to interact with listening and communication experts from throughout the world in stimulus conversations at each of the 6 special sessions. Following the initial conversations, audience members will be invited to join in the conversations.
• Both associations believe that meeting in a venue where listening and communication professionals have no formal professional organization (such as ILA or WCA) provides an opportunity for ILA and WCA to offer workshops for local professionals that focus on the practical application of listening and communication theory and research. 
Therefore, ILA and WCA will explore with the local communities/universities the value of offering listening and communication workshops for the local community in areas such as education, health, business, culture, and leadership.
• Both associations believe that interaction among conference participants and the local community on professional, social, and historical/cultural levels is essential to promoting understanding. 
Therefore, a half-day city tour by boat, a full day visit to Stockholm’s Old Town and to Birka, and optional post study tours will be incorporated in the joint convention experience.
• Both associations believe it is important to maintain the unique tradition of their individual conferences while also sharing in new common experiences (such as the “conference within a conference”). 
Therefore, the transition day between the two conferences will be designed as a common experience: the morning will feature a tour of Stockholm by boat. The afternoon will include 3 events: the closing ceremony of the ILA conference, a combined reception, and the opening ceremony for the WCA conference.

