17th Biennial Conference of the 
World Communication Association
Joint Conference with the 
International Listening Association
Haninge (Stockholm), Sweden
July 20-24, 2003 

The World Communication Association is pleased to publish the rates for the 2003 WCA conference, which will be held as a joint conference with the International Listening Association in Haninge, Stockholm, Sweden, in July of 2003. 

The all-inclusive price per person is $600 (US dollars), which is a 27% reduction from the fees for the conference in Santander in 2001. When you review all that is included in this fee, you will find a competitive rate for five days’ of conference and cultural events in Stockholm, including most of your meals. This amount includes:

--3-hour boat guided tour of Stockholm and opening reception on Sunday, July 20th; 

--2 coffee breaks, lunch and dinner at the Hotel Winn on Monday night, July 21st;

--transportation to Stockholm city center for morning walking tour of Old Town Stockholm, with guide; lunch; afternoon tour of the ancient capital of Birka, with the option of remaining in the city and returning by train on your own on Tuesday, July 22nd;


--2 coffee breaks and lunch at the hotel, Wednesday, July 23rd ; 

--1 coffee break at the hotel, and Swedish smorgasbord closing banquet in the evening, Thursday, July 24th .

This fee also covers costs that WCA must cover in sending paper and program submissions to the Regional Vice-Presidents for review, printing and shipping costs for the conference programs, rental of conference rooms at the Hotel Winn, and tips for our guides on Sunday and Tuesday.

As noted, conference fees are substantially less than those for the 2001 conference in Santander. Despite the fact that we will again be in Europe during high tourist season, we have worked with Scandinavian Image, our Stockholm travel agency, to secure highly competitive rates for the conference activities. We are pleased that the Hotel Winn has guaranteed lodging rates at 2002 prices—approximately $25 less per night than the Santander conference. A full breakfast buffet is included in the cost of lodging as well. Conference participants will be responsible for only four meals—dinner on Sunday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, and lunch on Thursday—when the afternoon is “on your own,” and accompanying guests will be able to participate in cultural activities at reduced cost.

The registration form for the conference is included in this newsletter. It will also be available on-line at the WCA web site. For those who wish to pay in installments, due dates are included on the form.

Rates for lodging at the Hotel Winn are separate, and should be booked directly with the Hotel Winn. See the article elsewhere in this newsletter for details. Students may wish to explore lodging at a youth hostel on their own. 

This package is sensitive to the many comments of our members to keep conference costs to a minimum. Only a 20-minute train ride from central Stockholm, the Haninge conference will not only be intellectually stimulating but also a bargain!


Scandinavian Image Selected as Conference Organizing Agency

WCA is pleased to announce that Scandinavian Image will be our representative for the tours on Sunday and Tuesday, and for the post-study tour described below. Eva Ottosson and her staff have worked hard to provide WCA with activities that will capture the flavor of Sweden at reasonable prices. If you would like to contact Scandinavian Image, address, telephone and fax numbers, and Eva’s e-mail address are:

Scandinavian Image: Box 6773 
76
113 85 Stockholm
Tel. (+46) 8-696 00 75
Fax (+46) 8-696 00
e-mail: Eva.Ottosson@scandinavian-image.com

WCA also announces an optional post-study tour. Descriptions and prices for this tour are below. If you are interested in this tour, you must notify Scandinavian Image of your interest by February 15, 2003 (a deposit for the post-study tour will be due at that time). If you have additional questions about this tour, please contact Scandinavian Image directly.


3-Day Post-Study Tour: 
Sigtuna-Uppsala-Dalarna

Friday July 25th 
We will depart from Stockholm in the morning. Our first stop is a visit to Sigtuna, Sweden’s oldest town founded in the 11th century, beautifully situated by the Lake Mälaren. After the guided tour in the town we will continue to Uppsala.

Uppsala
Uppsala is situated north of Stockholm, only 40 minutes from Sigtuna. The town is well known for its Cathedral--the largest in Sweden, its University Library (Carolina Rediviva) and the Silver Bible. After a guided tour and a visit to the Cathedral, we continue to Falun where we check in to First Hotel Grand. Thereafter we will have dinner in town.

Saturday July 26th 
After breakfast at the hotel, we will have a guided tour of the Copper mine in Falun. The company operating here, Stora Kopparberg, is the oldest mine company in Sweden with a history dating back to at least 1288. The mine and the area around it have been nominated to be a part of the world heritage listed by UNESCO. We will then continue to the heart of the province Dalarna. 

Dalarna
The south and the north meet in Dalarna. The southern portion of the county holds the Bergslagen area, with its mines and plains abundant with farming communities. Lake Siljan is steeped in flowering meadows and overlooked by distant blue mountains. The northern territory is Sweden's southernmost mountain landscape. And the mighty Dalälven River embraces everything. 

The county of Dalarna has 15 municipalities and belongs to the diocese of Västerås. With over 200 museums, Dalarna has the most museums of any province in Sweden. 

Our first stop will be at Carl Larssongården in Sundborn. Carl Larsson is known for his watercolor paintings and his pictures of the family in Sundborn, an idyllic village with lovely surroundings that emphasize the happy family life in his works. Today almost 60,000 visitors come every year to admire the remarkable interior decoration of the home he made together with his artistic wife, Karin. 

After lunch, the tour continues around Lake Siljan. Siljan is the largest sea in Dalarna and offers a route with amazing scenery. 

We will start with a visit to Nils Olssons Hemslöjd in Nusnäs, where the national Symbol of Sweden--the Dalahorse--is manufactured. The real Dalecarlian horse is manufactured in only one place on Earth, in the little village Nusnäs. Here you will be guided through the stages in the production, from the raw material to the paintings of the horses. Each horse is painted by hand and it’s unforgettable to see how quickly the artists paint the pattern on the horses. 

We continue our tour around Siljan and pass Mora, the end point for the famous skiing race “Vasaloppet” in which people from all around the world participate each year.

We will overnight at the beautiful Hotel Åkerblads in Tällberg. This hotel in Dalarna is famous for its well-cooked food and pleasant atmosphere. The hotel has 67 rooms, with sauna and whirlpool and nice lounges on the premises. As Åkerblads is famous for its good food, we will enjoy dinner at the hotel. After dinner, the guide will accompany everyone on a walk in the beautiful surroundings in the bright summer night.

Sunday July 27th 
After breakfast at the hotel, we will see something above the ordinary: Dalhalla. 360 million years ago, a 4 km big meteor fell from space. The result is Lake Siljan and its beautiful surroundings. Dalhalla is one of three places in the world where you clearly can see how a meteor’s impact has influenced nature. The Festival stage has been built in Draggängarna, a former limestone quarry. The mining created a natural amphitheatre - 400 m long, 175 m wide and 60 m deep, fully comparable to the best outdoor stages in Europe. 

After a guided tour at Dalhalla, we continue to Hedemora, the oldest town in Dalarna with a very large choice of cultural activities and sights. We will have a short walking tour of the town where we will see, among other buildings, the City Hall which has become a historical monument. We will then pay a visit to Hedemora Gammelgård, a Heritage Museum. After a guided tour, lunch will be served at the museum. After a 2 ½ hour drive, we will return to Haninge again after three days of genuine Swedish culture and experiences that will stay in our memories for a long, long time.


Price

Price per person: SEK 4095.- by group of minimum 45 persons
Single Supplement: SEK 700.-

The "Hotel Winn" 

The Hotel Winn, Haninge, will be the official conference hotel for the joint ILA/WCA conference. A copy of the brochure for the Hotel Winn is enclosed.

The address, telephone, fax, and e-mail addresses of the hotel are as follows:

(address) Najadenhuset, 
Rudsjöterrassen 3, 
136 40 Haninge, 
Stockholm;
(phone) 46-08-745-7500; 
(fax) 46-08-745-7509;
(e-mail) info@winnhaninge.softwarehotels.se

The Hotel Winn is located approximately 150 meters from the train station in Haninge. It is a 114-room four-star hotel operated by Software Hotels. All rooms include bath or shower, hair dryer, trouser press ironing board, minibar, and television. There is a tiny sauna on-site. The hotel has a limited number of family rooms, with a sofa bed, and rollaway beds may be requested. Five rooms are handicapped-accessible, and some—but not all—of the rooms allow for Internet access. There is one computer in the hotel with access to the Internet. The rooms are in keeping with the simplicity and functionality of Swedish design. They are neither luxurious nor spacious. However, they are impeccably clean and quite comfortable. The Skeppet restaurant and a small bar are also on the Hotel premises. Free parking is available in an adjacent lot; those who wish to park cars in the hotel’s security garage are charged a small fee.

The hotel staff is friendly and cooperative. They are willing to meet specific needs upon request, including any dietary restrictions or preferences. You may use credit cards when making the reservations. 

Reservations for the conference should be made directly with the hotel. When you make your reservations, you should negotiate any special needs (e.g., room requirements, baggage service, rental of audio-visual equipment, etc.) directly with the hotel staff. In addition, you should indicate whether you are attending the ILA conference only, the WCA conference only, or both conferences.

The Haninge train station is a 20-minute train ride from the Stockholm Central Station. Haninge Centrum, a shopping center, is within walking distance of the hotel. The Centrum is a full-service shopping mall, with restaurants, a liquor store, pharmacies, a grocery store, post office (in the tobacco shop), clothing stores, and a shop that sells Swedish handicrafts, crystal, etc. Most of the shops close by 8 p.m., though the Asian restaurant, which served tasty meals that ranged in price from 75 SEK to 140 SEK, was open until 10 p.m.

Additional information about the hotel will be posted on the WCA website: http://www.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/organi/wca , and will also be included in the Spring 2003 issue of the WCA newsletter. Transportation information will also be detailed in that edition of the newsletter.


Call for Participation in “Connecting Conversations”

Sponsored by the International Listening Association (ILA) and World Communication Association (WCA) at their combined conferences, “Framing Global Links,” in Haninge (Stockholm), Sweden on July 17-25, 2003.

The special series of “Connecting Conversations” will span the two conferences and is intended to involve participants in cross-cultural conversations about the implications of and for communication in a networked global society. The topics are of particular relevance in our host country, Sweden. 

Conversation Topics:

Eldercare – What communication challenges emerge as elders become the majority in our global society?

Implications for Reorganizing Health Care Systems – What communication practices can help create a healthier world? 

Gender – How can communication help address 21st Century issues?

Global Ecology – In a global society, how does communication help achieve ecological equilibrium? 

Global Terrorism and Violence – What are the roles of communication and media in controlling global terrorism and violence?
Immigration and Multiculturalism – How do we maintain cultural values and perspective while welcoming others’ beliefs and customs? 

Beyond the Academy - In what ways does current educational practice prepare students for success beyond the classroom?

Religion and Spirituality – What are the boundaries of and connections to peace and understanding?

Social competence – How can we best facilitate social competence through communication?

Conversation Format:

1. A Discussion Moderator who will introduce the topic and the stimulus speakers, and manage the discussion.
2. Brief presentations of no more than 10 minutes by no more than 3 Stimulus Speakers on each topic.
3. An open discussion period.

Conversation Participants:

We encourage nominations, including self-nominations, for the positions of (1) Discussion Moderator and (2) Stimulus Speakers for any of the topics. 

Nominations, including self-nominations, of individuals for the positions of Discussion Moderator and Stimulus Speakers will be accepted until December 30. Stimulus Speakers must submit (1) a title and (2) a100-word abstract by January 15.

The Philosophy and Format of the 2003 Joint ILA/WCA Conference:

ILA and WCA seem particularly well suited for a cooperative effort. Each is particularly interested in issues of communication and culture. The umbrella theme, Framing Global Links, allows the two organizations to promote “connecting conversations” between academics, practitioners, and audience who will discuss perspectives on the total communication transaction. 

Participants will also have the opportunity to interact together on historical and cultural tours of Stockholm and Sweden. Check out the web sites:
ILA at <http://www.listen.org>
WCA at <http://ilc2.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/organi/wca/> 

Questions about this series and nominations should be directed to either Melissa Beall, phone 1- 319-273-2992 or 319-266-9827 (Melissa.Beall@uni.edu) or Sharon Ratliffe, 1-760-345-3946 or email (sratliffe@worldnet.att.net).


Electronic Conference Proceedings 
for 2003:
Call for Assistance

Caroline Hatcher, WCA Vice President for Australia – New Zealand, has agreed to take leadership in making electronic proceedings available for the WCA 2003 Conference. These proceedings will include (1) all abstracts and, (2) on a voluntary basis, full papers. 

Templates will be posted on the WCA Web Site for both abstracts and full papers. These templates will provide consistency and define the layout. The abstract template will be required for use by all individuals whose papers are selected. The full paper template is for use by those individuals whose papers have been selected in the paper screening process and who are willing to submit the full text of their paper for the electronic conference proceedings. It is hoped that authors will choose to submit full papers.

In order to create these proceedings, Caroline will need the assistance of at least two individuals to serve with her as a team of editors to finalize the process.

Editors will be involved in finalizing abstracts and papers after the academic review process. The Web Master will be part of the editorial team, and will manage the interface between the copy files and the website. This is an opportunity for those who are experienced in editing, but also for those who are interested in gaining editorial experience in a manageable and supportive team environment. 

Contact Caroline Hatcher by December 15, 2002 to express your interest in being part of the team for this inaugural effort! 

Carolyn Hatcher, Queensland University of Technology
School of Communication, Faculty of Business
Brisbane 4001, QLD Australia
EMAIL: c.hatcher@qut.edu.au


Australia and New Zealand Communication Association Conference

The 2003 ANZCA Conference is being hosted by the Brisbane Graduate School of Business at the Queensland University of Technology and sessions are booked in B Block theatres at Gardens Point Campus, Brisbane, Australia from 9-11 July 2003. 

The conference invites the participation of all delegates with an interest in research and teaching in the varying disciplines of communication, and the conference theme, Designing Communication for Diversity, encourages delegates to consider issues such as: technological and content convergence in the communication industries and the need for diversity of content, ownership, culture, vehicles and responses to ideas. 

There will be refereed and non-refereed divisions for papers at this conference, and panel sessions are encouraged, including those addressing issues for teachers and students of communication studies. Abstracts for refereed and non-refereed papers and outlines of panel sessions are due on 13 December 2002. Full papers for review are due on 14 March 2003. 

We are now calling for papers, and we recommend that all submissions be sent electronically. A series of templates are available from the Conference website to assist in formatting abstracts and panel sessions. All refereed papers will be subject to double-blind, peer review, and all papers accepted for presentation following this competitive process will be published in the Conference Proceedings at the ANZCA03 Conference website. 

The Conference website is at: http://www.bgsb.qut.edu.au/conferences/ANZCA03/index.html

This website will house all the information you should need to attend and participate in ANZCA03. Over time, information on accommodation, travel, the conference program and events surrounding the conference will be added to the site. Please feel free to contact the Conference Organiser, Caroline Hatcher, if you have any queries about the event. 


Call for WCA Journal Editor

In 2002, Jim McCroskey began a three-year term as editor of the WCA journal, Journal of Intercultural Communication Research. A search will soon begin for his successor, who will assume the editorship for three years, beginning on January 1, 2005.

Individuals who are interested in applying should send a letter of interest to Sharon Ratliffe, WCA President. The following should also be submitted:

1. A statement of the direction they would like to see the journal take under their editorship,
2. A resume,
3. a letter of support from their Chair or Dean, indicating the level of support that will be provided by their institution, including secretarial assistance.

Self-nominations are encouraged. If nominating another person, please verify their willingness to serve if selected.

Deadline for nominations: June 30, 2003. 


Call for Webmaster for WCA

During the 1997 Costa Rica conference, it was decided that WCA should have a web site. Kenji Kitao volunteered to design the web site and to serve as the Webmaster for WCA. Kenji has carried out his duties admirably, and there is now global access to information about WCA conferences as well as other activities.

When the position of Webmaster for WCA was created, the term of office was not specified. Thus, after five years, and following consultations with Kenji and the Board of Directors, this Call for Webmaster was developed. The President will appoint the Webmaster for a four-year term that parallels the term of the President. There is no limit to the number of terms an individual may serve. 

The primary duty of the WCA Webmaster is to establish the web page and keep the web site up-to-date. This involves posting notices, conference information, newsletters, etc., and removing outdated information. The Webmaster is also expected to set up the links to other sites of relevance to WCA (e.g., organizations with which WCA is affiliated, etc.), and to work with the officers and Board of Directors in completing her/his duties.

WCA is unable to provide a host site, so the Webmaster must have support from his/her institution/organization to house the web site on that institution’s computer system. 

Knowledge of html, Dreamweaver, Flash, or other web design software is required. 

The following timeline is set for selecting the individual who will serve through December 31, 2002:

1. June 30, 2003 Deadline for nominations
2. July, 2003 Next President will name the Webmaster
3. August 2003-December 2003 Transition Period
4. January 1, 2004 Webmaster serves a 4-year term

Nominations, including self-nominations, are welcome. If nominating another person, please verify their willingness to serve if selected. Individuals who are interested in applying should send a letter of interest to Sharon Ratliffe, WCA President. The following should also be submitted:

1. A brief statement of the nature and direction the web would take under their leadership,
2. A resume,
3. A letter of support from their university or work site, indicating the availability and level of technological support that will be provided by their institution or organization.

Applications will be forwarded to the next President.


Minutes--WCA-North America Business Meeting

WCA-North America met at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, November 23, 2002, in the Edgewood B, Sheraton Hotel, New Orleans, LA. Melissa Beall, WCA Vice-President, North America, presided. 

The following items were discussed:

Olga Matyash, President of the Russian Communication Association, spoke to members about RCA. She is currently at Indiana University/Purdue University-Indianapolis. There are opportunities to participate in this organization’s conferences, and to establish collaborative links with members. WCA members also met Sergey A. Zolotukhin, Fulbright visitor-researcher at the University of Kansas. 

Announcements:
--Call for the editor of the Journal of Intercultural Communication Research, term to begin January 1, 2005;
--Call for Assistance in setting up the electronic conference proceedings for the 2003 ILA/WCA conference in Stockholm—interested persons should contact Caroline Hatcher, WCA Vice-President, Australia/New Zealand;
--Call for paper screeners for the 2003 conference;
--Call for nominations for WCA President, term to begin January 1, 2004;
--Call for nominations for the WCA Webmaster.
Old Business:
--2002 Summer conference report;
--2003 conference in Haninge (Stockholm);
--Information on the “Connecting Conversations” that will span the joint ILA/WCA conference;
--Information on Stockholm and Haninge;
--Planning for the 2004 Summer conference; participants suggested exploring the possibility of having the conference in Las Vegas; Maine was also discussed as a potential site.
Other announcements:
The Fall 2002 newsletter Supplement will be mailed to WCA members as soon as costs for the 2003 conference have been finalized.
--WCA will be allowed one slot at the 2003 NCA conference in Miami.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Monfils

