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“Communication and Culture in a Networked World” – A Very Special Conference

Planning a conference is a unique and honored privilege. I think this is so because the conference begins to emerge as a living organism to which so many people contribute. “Communication and Culture in a Networked World,” the 17th Biennial Conference of the World Communication Association, is certainly no exception. In fact, this conference has been and continues to be nurtured by individuals from around the world. More than ever, this conference also reflects the networked world in which we live. I will devote this column to sharing with you just a few instances of how our conference is evolving and who is involved:

Networking with Presenters from Fourteen Countries -- A key component of any conference is the presenters. Very close to half of our presenters will be attending their first WCA international conference, several of whom indicated that they found WCA and the conference on the Internet. Fourteen countries are represented by the presenters: Australia, Finland, Germany, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Nigeria, Peru, the Philippines, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America. For the first time, virtually all communication with our presenters has been conducted over the Internet.

Networking with the Paper Screening Team--The review of papers and programs was ably conducted by WCA's Regional Vice Presidents and at large members. All reviews were submitted electronically

Electronic Conference Proceedings Available Before the Conference -- Those of you who attended the 2001 business meeting in Santander will remember that having conference proceedings was viewed as a very important conference ingredient. A few months ago, Caroline Hatcher shared that the Australian-New Zealand Communication Association published electronic proceedings for their conference and, following their model, she would be willing to edit electronic proceedings for the WCA conference if she could receive editorial assistance. Jim Hayes and Nancy Hoar have agreed to serve as an editorial team for Caroline. Once ready, Kenji Kitao, the WCA Webmaster, will post the proceedings to the WCA homepage. These proceedings will be available online before the conference in the form of both abstracts and full text papers. Therefore, if we do our homework by reading the papers before going to Sweden, our interaction at the conference may be significantly enriched. In addition, we will not need to bring an extra piece of luggage to transport copies of your papers to the conference and copies of colleagues’ papers back home! 

Building a Tradition of Networking among World Leaders -- I don’t know if twice makes a tradition; however, some of the individuals who participated in the 2001 Santander roundtable discussion among leaders of international communication associations suggested that we repeat the event again. The roundtable will be repeated but with two differences: I have invited leaders of national as well as international associations to participate and the roundtable discussion will be a general session instead of a concurrent session. At the present time, leaders within nine associations have confirmed: The Australia-New Zealand Communication Association (ANZCA), the Communication Association of Japan (CAJ), Federacíon Latinoamericana de Facultades de Comunicacíon Social (FELAFACS), the Korean Communication Association (KCA), the International Association for Health-Communication Sciences (IAHCS), the International Listening Association (ILA), the National Communication Association – United States (NCA), the Pacific Asian Communication Association (PACA), and the World Communication Association (WCA). The format will include ample time for audience participation.

Networking among Newcomers -- Starting a New Tradition – In Santander, it was recommended that an orientation be held for participants new to the WCA conference. The large number of newcomers who will attend this year will have the opportunity to be oriented on late Sunday afternoon following the WCA opening ceremony. This will be an opportunity for newcomers to learn more about WCA and meet one another. We sincerely hope everyone new to the Association will attend!

WCA Networks with ILA -- The International Listening Association (ILA) Conference will take place from July 17 to 20 at the Hotel Winn and use “Touch the World, Listen” as the theme to frame their deliberations. Melissa Beall, ILA Vice President, has been working closely with Barbara Monfils and me during this past year to determine how two associations can best partner in holding a conference in ways that retain the identity and characteristics of each association’s traditional conference as well as financial autonomy and yet provide an enriched experience for participants. 

We hope you will be as enthusiastic about the results as we are. Sunday, July 20, will be a special day for becoming acquainted across conferences. The morning city tour by boat will give ILA and WCA members a context for informal conversation while learning about the history and culture of Stockholm. During the afternoon we will share the stage with the ILA closing ceremony, the WCA opening ceremony, and a reception that tentatively will be scheduled at Haninge’s beautiful new Culture Center. If you have chosen to present at both conferences, you will need to pay both conference fees. If you are presenting at only one conference, you may attend both at no additional cost. So, make our partnering theme, “Framing Global Links,” a reality by arriving early for ILA and staying through WCA’s post study conference! 

Networking with the Haninge Community – The main thread that will run through both the ILA and WCA conferences will be a “Connecting Conversation” that will occur each day of both conferences. The conversations will be on topics of both local and global concern. When we visited Haninge in March, representatives of the Haninge Municipality met with us to discuss ways our conferences and the community might benefit one another. We discussed how the citizens of Haninge might be encouraged to participate in the conversations. We left with the possibility of locating the conversations at appropriate venues within the community and outside of the hotel. (When you arrive in Haninge, you will be impressed by the intimacy of this vibrant, walkable yet quiet town.) Flyers announcing the conversations have been designed for circulation among the community. Klara Pihlajamaki, ILA member, wonderful friend to WCA, and local arrangements chairperson for the joint conferences, is currently following up on details related to the “Connecting Conversations” and other aspects of our conferences. 

These are but a few of the highlights of our evolving conference. To truly know how the conference matures, you will need to join us in Haninge and participate in the evolution. I look forward to spending time with you there!

