PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Sharon A. Ratliffe

These are busy times for WCA! This newsletter will inform you of all the details. I will summarize here only three events about which I am very excited.

WCA’s first biennial summer conference on international and intercultural communication 

You may recall that the 2001 Task Force on Organizational Processes recommended that the Board should immediately approve an alternate-year summer intercultural communication conference and charged the Vice President for North America with planning such a conference in North America during August, 2002. Jerry Allen and Melissa Beall, WCA’s former and current Vice Presidents for North America, have been hard at work making this new WCA service a reality. We’ll assemble at the University of Nebraska’s Center for Continuing Education on August 8-10 to focus on “Culture, Self, and Communication: Teaching, Research, and Practice.” The format is interactive and encourages the sharing of syllabi and instructional materials. 

I look forward to spending time with those of you who are able to travel to Nebraska for this event!

Site visit for the 2003 WCA international conference

Many of you responded to the survey of potential sites for the 2003 WCA International Conference. Sweden gathered the most votes and seems to be attractive to those who responded because of the possibility of meeting with the International Listening Association (ILA). Some of you noted the advantage of attending two conferences with one airfare, for example.

Barbara Monfils and I will make a site visit to Stockholm in July. We were able to arrange the visit at a time when Melissa Beall, WCA’s Vice President for North America, will also be in Stockholm to continue her work on the 2003 ILA Conference in her capacity as First Vice President of ILA. We will be together on July 22 – 25 at the hotel that will serve as the conference site for ILA. 

During our time together, Barbara and I will explore with Melissa and the hotel staff how we might all work together to design an enriching experience that enables WCA and ILA to retain their unique identities while adding value for participants in both conferences. Following the recommendations of the 2001 Task Force on Organizational Processes, we will be investigating the possibility of holding the 2003 conference during the third week of July or later. Also, we will explore the potential for involving the local community and local academics.

Correspondence with the Russian Communication Association (RCA)

Thanks to WCA member, Steven Beebe, who has played an active role in assisting RCA with becoming organized and with their first conference, Barbara Monfils and I have corresponded with RCA President, Olga Matyash. We are exploring ways that our associations can support one another. One immediate possibility is to create a link between the RCA and WCA web pages on the Internet. I’m sure you join me in wishing the RCA the very best as they hold their first conference in Pyatigorsk on June 2 – 6.

These are but three of the WCA’s exciting current activities. Read on in the newsletter to learn about more! And, please drop me a line regarding your thoughts and ideas about the 2003 biennial conference and the potential site in Stockholm. Barbara and I would especially appreciate information regarding contacts in communication and related fields that you know in Scandinavia. Contact me at sratliffe@worldnet.att.net or by regular mail at 38342 Red Cedar Drive, Palm Desert CA 92211-1234.


HATCHER ELECTED TO LEADERSHIP POSITION IN AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION 
Caroline Hatcher, WCA Vice-President for Australia, was elected to the position of Vice President (Elect) for the Australian and New Zealand Communication Association (ANZCA). Congratulations to Caroline on her election to this position.

THE CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS TO WORLD COMMUNICATION

WCA members (and friends) are invited to submit manuscripts for possible publication to the World Communication Association Journal. 

Manuscripts should be about 4,000 words (or less) not counting references or tables. WCAJ focuses primarily on quantitative and qualitative research related to intercultural communication. While manuscripts focusing on communication solely within the U.S. will be considered, such work will have a much lower priority than work related to communication between people from truly different cultures.

Authors should submit three hard copies of the manuscript in double-spaced format, which conforms to an American Psychological Association Style Manual (third through fifth editions). A detachable cover page should include the manuscript title, each author's name, mailing address, e-mail address, phone number and fax number. A 50-100-word abstract should appear as the second page of the submission. Author identification should include an indication of the person's highest degree, the year and institution granting that degree, and current affiliation.
Manuscripts that do not conform to the mission of the journal, or that do not comply with the submission guidelines, will not be reviewed. Electronic submissions will not be accepted. The final version of an accepted manuscript must be submitted on a 3.5" IBM-compatible disk prepared in either Word (6.0 or above) or (preferably) WordPerfect (6.0 or above). Initial submissions do not need to include the disk version. 

WORLD COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION SUMMER CONFERENCE

Dear WCA Member:

As you are likely aware, for some time, members have voiced a desire for WCA to host summer conferences in the United States, to alternate with our biennial international conferences. As a consequence, the Board of Directors has decided that WCA will hold its First Biennial Summer Conference on International and Intercultural Communication, in Lincoln, Nebraska, August 8-11, 2002. The conference theme will be Culture, Self, and Communication: Teaching, Research, and Practice, and the conference will be inclusive of the teaching, research, and applied uses of international and intercultural communication world-wide, ranging from interpersonal to mass communication. The purpose of this letter/article is to invite you to join us at the conference.

Presenters from several countries will explore intercultural communication through competitively selected papers and programs, but there will also be panels and interactive sessions related to teaching and research methodologies. A special round-table session, with audience involvement, will feature representatives from different countries discussing how communication teaching and research is carried out worldwide. Dr. James C. McCroskey, Editor of the Journal of Intercultural Communication Research will present a program on “getting published,” and Dr. Sharon A. Ratliffe, former President of the National Communication Association and current President of the World Communication Association, will present the Keynote Address. Participants are invited to bring multiple copies of syllabi, exercises, and other instructional materials to share with those attending the conference.

The registration form is found at the end of this newsletter. Please return it with a check or money order to Dr. Barbara Monfils, WCA Secretary-General, at the address on the bottom of the form. If it will assist you in getting funding, I may be able to arrange for you to chair a program or participate in a discussion group. If either appeals to you, contact me at the address at the bottom of this letter. 

The conference will be held at the University of Nebraska’s Center for Continuing Education. Room rates will be $78.10 for a single, and $83.10 for a double (rates include breakfast). There will be an opening reception on the evening of August 8, with programs and panels scheduled on August 9 and 10. Participants will be given the option of checking out on Sunday, August 11. Room reservations should be made directly by contacting the Nebraska Center for Continuing Education, 33rd & Holdrege Streets, Lincoln, NB 68583 (telephone 402-472-3435; fax 402-472-8207).

